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PREFACE. 



In offering these pages to the public as the 
natural outgrowth of our previous work " The 
Divine Sequence," we repudiate all intention of 
writing novelties. The thoughts therein expressed 
are only valuable to ourselves in so far as they 
are in harmony with the definitions of the Church, 
or, when treating of less defined matters, are in 
harmony with her spirit. The form of the work 
and the mode of treatment may possibly be a little 
different from that generally adopted in dealing 
with sacred subjects. It appeared to us to be a 
form adapted to the wants of the present time. 
But whether as regards the subject or the form, 
we submit all entirely and unreservedly to our 
Holy Mother the Church, and to ecclesiastical 
authority. 



Naples, 
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
1876. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



''The Eternal Years" suggest thoughts which 
are peculiarly suited to our age. The nine- 
teenth century is a feverish age. Though the 
discoveries in natural science have made our 
minds familiar with very lengthened periods 
of time as necessary for the explanation of the 
facts we observe; though the philosophy of 
history has taught the student to bring to- 
gether the events and institutions of distant 
epochs, and trace the gradual growth of our 
political and religious life, still the nineteenth 
century is remarkable for its feverish im- 
patience to see the weightiest problems worked 
out to their conclusion within a few years, 
perhaps within a few months. Even those 
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who are professed believers catcli something 
of the infection. The present hour of the 
Church is one of great trial : there have not 
been wanting those who say the Church never 
passed through so dark a period. It is true, 
present trials always make a very vivid im- 
pression ; it is quite true that the long reign 
of Pius VI. was a succession of most grievous 
trials, perhaps as great, perhaps greater, than 
those which have marked the longer reign of 
Pius IX. ; it is quite true we now see gleams 
of hope, we now see promises of a better time 
which were not seen under Pius VI. ; still 
all allow the trial is sharp and severe. The 
Eternal Truth has promised that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against His Church ; and 
those who firmly beHeve in this promise not 
only pray that the hour of trial may be short- 
ened, they lose patience because the trial con- 
tinues, and they in a manner complain to God 
that the triumph of His Church is delayed ; 
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they have pictured to themselves the triumph 
they wish for, they fret because it has not 
commenced. 

*'The Eternal Years" suggest seasonable 
thoughts to our feverish generation. Turning 
from the present to the great past, or to the 
indefinite future; reading the future by the 
light of the past, we learn the lesson of 
patience; we cease to torment ourselves about 
the future. In peace and hope we accept the 
trials of the present, we strive to fulfil our 
duties^ and we wait in faith, and trust God's 
hour, and God's solution of the problem of 
our day. 

The material world under our eyes abounds 
in mysteries. The changes of the seasons, the 
alternations of heat and cold, the storms in 
the air and in the sea, the recurrence of 
periods of plenty and scarcity, the unceasing 
motion, the endless succession of life and 
death, the influence of sun and moon, the 
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order and majesty of the worlds which move 
through space, who can read this wondrous 
page ? The philosopher peers into the dark- 
ness ; he can catch a glimpse of the mutual 
dependence of the several elements in the 
material world ; but philosopher and believer 
agree in confessing their ignorance, in praising 
the works of their Creator. Both bow their 
heads in the conviction that in this vast uni- 
verse all is disposed in order and measure ; all 
obeys the great Lawgiver ; all is blended into 
one harmonious whole. 

Yet more mysterious is the moral world, the 
liberty of man, the presence of moral evil : 
who can give the key to the secrets of this 
world ? the uncertainty of life, its brief dura- 
tion, the vicissitudes of fortune, the rise and 
fall of empires, the sufferings of the just, the 
prosperity of the wicked, the veiled presence 
of God? The unbeliever gnashes his teeth 
and declares there is no God. The believer 
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adores his God, humbles himself in his little- 
ness, and confesses that the ways of Providence 
are hidden from man's sight ; he does not see 
the harmony, the order which runs through 
the moral good, but he believes none the less 
firmly in its existence. Yes, he says, if the 
material world with its problems is full of 
beauty, more beautiful still must be the moral 
world. The earth, the sea, the air, the heavens 
proclaim the wisdom and the power of their 
Maker ; one day the moral world will proclaim 
more eloquently still the attributes of God, our 
Father. The material world exists for the 
moral world; this universe was created for 
man, man for God ; moral and material world 
alike must hymn the praises of their Lord. 

God's dealings with man in the supernatural 
order light up the history of the moral world 
with a wondrous gleam. The Incarnation of 
the Eternal Word, the life and death of Jesus 
Christ, His work on earth justify the history 
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of man, the patience of the just, God's mercy 
to all. His patience and long-suffering, His 
wisdom. His power. The history of the human 
race constitutes a solemn religious drama: 
numerous are the actors ; at any given point 
of time chaos and confusion seem to reign 
supreme ; each actor is free to choose his path, 
and yet throughout there reigns a marvellous 
unity, a marvellous order ; man's right use of 
his liberty, his abuse of God's gift, all is shaped 
by Divine Providence to a perfect end. When 
the number of the elect is filled up, when the 
work of the Incarnation has been completed, 
then will close the page of Time, and through 
the Eternal Years the sons of men, in bliss or 
misery, will praise the beauty of God's works 
in the moral world. 

From the material world, which we under- 
stand so imperfectly, we liiay argue to the 
greater world, the moral world, which is all 
mystery to us. The same bountiful Hand 
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which has clothed the visible world with so 
much plenty and beauty, guides and sustains 
us in the invisible world. Can we fear to 
leave ourselves in His hands ? to leave our 
future, the future of His Church in His 
hands? 

But God's hour is so slow to strike I And 
has not God's hour always been slow to strike ? 
Was it not slow to strike when Abraham was 
called ? when the promise of the Messiah was 
finally given? when the Word was made flesh? 
Has not God's hour been slow to strike in all 
the grand events of the history of the Church 
of Christ? in the conversion of the Roman 
Empire ? in the conversions of the kingdoms 
and provinces which have since received the 
faith ? in the extinction of heresies and schisms 
which in succession have afflicted the Church ? 
in the chastisement of those who were allowed 
to persecute the Church ? in the development 
of her faith, her theology, her ritual ? God's 
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hour is even slow to strike; in silence, in 
patience, in prayer, we must learn to wait for 
that hour. 

But the days are evil ; the world is passing 
through a crisis, everything is compromised, 
the very foundations of social order are under- 
mined; the air is charged with rumours of 
wars; the avowed enemies of religion are 
everywhere the masters of the world; the 
Church is oppressed; can this nineteenth 
century form part of a grand whole ? can God 
draw good out of so much evil ? 

Turn to the past. When was the condition 
of the Jewish people apparently more hopeless 
than when Jesus Christ appeared on the earth ? 
The Eoman Empire was the most dreaded 
enemy of the early Church ; that very empire, 
in God's hands, became a mighty instrument 
for the exaltation of the Church. The invasion 
of the northern nations threatened to destroy 
Christianity; those very nations have given 
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fresh life, fresh glories to the Church. The 
Turks seemed on the very point of conquering 
Europe. Lepanto broke their power for ever. 
In modem times, where has the Church been 
more opposed than in England ? where more 
cruelly persecuted than in Ireland 1 At this 
day the English language, spoken by the Irish 
emigrant, has built up how many churches 
and hierarchies in the New World, more than 
compensating the Church for her losses in the 
Old World. 

I must not go further into the subject treated 
in the following pages. I will only repeat the 
lesson it inculcates. Wait patiently and trust 
in God, whose promises fail not, whose arm is 
not shortened. Eead the signs of the times ; 
see the streaks of light through the darkness. 
Confess that the Church is rising purified out 
of the fire of tribulation ; confess that persecu- 
tion makes the holy yet more holy ; confess 
that God's grace abounds for the conversion 
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of many from sin and error. Kingdoms may 
faU; terrible cliastisements may be in store for 
Europe ; the future is dark ; one hope we can- 
not renounce, — God will protect His Church. 
" Though He should kill me, yet will I hope 
in Him" (Job xiii. 15). 

G. PORTER, S.J. 
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CHAPTER L 

OUR IMPRESSIONS. 

It is probable that most of us have been, at some 
time in our intellectual and spiritual life, conscious 
of a divergence between our mental impressions 
and our received belief respecting the nature and 
characteristics of the Divine Being. Outside the 
closed-in boundaries of our faith there has been, 
as it were, a margin of waste land which we seldom 
explore, but the undefined, uncultivated products 
of which flit athwart our imagination with some- 
thing like an uncomfortable misgiving. We do 
not go far into it, because we have our certain 
landmarks to stand by; and while the sun of 
faith shines bright on these we can say to our- 
selves thaft we have nothing really to do with the 
sort of fog-land which surrounds our own happy 

A 
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enclosure. Our allotment is one of peace within 
the true fold of the Church. 

We know where we are ; we know what we 
have got to do; and we refuse to be seriously 
troubled by the dubious questions which may 
possibly never disturb us, unless we deliberately 
turn to them. 

To us, as Catholics, this is a safe resolve. We 
know the Church cannot err. We believe, and 
are ready, absolutely and unreservedly ready, to 
believe all she puts before us as claiming^ our be- 
lief. And this is no childish superstition. It is 
no unmanly laying down of our inalienable right 
to know good from evil ; it is no wilful deafness 
or deliberate closing of our eyes. It is the ab- 
solutely necessary and inevitable result of the one 
primary foundation of all our belief — namely, 
that the Church is the organ of the Holy Ghost, 
the infallible utterance of an infallible voice, which 
voice is none other and no less than the voice of 
God, speaking through and by the divinely-insti- 
tuted kingdom which constitutes the Church of 
God. With this once firmly fixed in our hearts 
and intellects, nothing can disturb us. Even 
supposing something to be defined by the Church 
for which we were unprepared — as wa^ the case 
with some on the definition of the Infallibility of 
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the Sovereign Pontiff — still these surprises, if 
surprises they be, can be no otherwise than sweet 
and welcome. To us there cannot be a jarring 
note in that voice which is the voice of the Holy 
Ghost. tChe trumpet cannot give a false sound. 
It is our fault — either from intellectual deficiency 
or from spiritual negligence and lukewarmness 
— if the blast of that trumpet painfully startle us 
from our slumbers. To all who are waking and 
watching the sound can only be cheering and 
encouraging. The good soldier is ever ready to 
hear it and prompt to obey. The slumberer is 
among those to whom our Lord says: " You know 
how to discern the face of the sky, and can you 
not know the signs of the times ? " * 

He evidently expects us to know the signs of 
the times. The Lord is not in the strong wind, 
nor is He in the earthquake or the fire. He is in 
the gentle air.f But the wind and the earthquake 
and the fire are His precursors, and those who 
have experienced, and heard, and witnessed these 
warnings should be all attention for the softer 
sound which is the utterance of the Divine Voice 
in the Church. 

There should be no surprise save the surprise of 
a great joy, the admiring astonishment of finding 

♦ S. Matthew xvi. 4. t 3 Kings xix. 11, 12. 
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out how good our God is, and what marvellous 
treasures of things new and old our great mother 
the Church lays before us from time to time, as 
the Spirit of God moves over the ocean of divine 
love, as it were incubating the creations of the 
world of grace. We lie down in our certainty as 
the infant lies down in his mother's lap, and we 
rise on the wings of hope and faith as the lark 
rises in the morning light, without the shadow of 
a doubt that the lambient air will uphold the little 
fluttering wings with which it carries its joyous 
Bong to the gates of heaven. Underneath us are 
the ^' everlasting arms,"* and therefore we "dwell 
in safety and alone " — alone as regards those out- 
side the Church who cannot understand our 
security, because they have never grasped the idea 
that, the voice of the Church being the voice of 
the third Person of the ever-blessed Trinity, to 
doubt the Church is the same as to say that God 
is a liar. 

If we have dwelt thus at length upon our certi- 
tude, and upon the intellectual and spiritual repose 
it gives us, we have done so for the purpose of 
making it impossible for our readers to suppose 
that when we speak of a divergence between some 
of our mental impressions and our received belief, 

* Deuteronomy xxxiii. 27, 
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we are in any degree insinuating that we have not 
got all we require in the absolute and definite 
teaching of the Church ; or that we have any cause 
to feel troubled about any question which the 
Church has left as an open question, and respecting 
which any one of ns individually may have been 
nnable to arrive at a conclusion. All we mean is 
this : that there are certain feelings, impressions, 
and imaginings which we find it hard to silence 
and extinguish, diflicult to classify in accordance 
with our substantial belief, and which hang about 
ns like a square sail on the aft mast of a ship 
which the unwary crew have left flapping in a 
dangerous gale. 

The points in question may be various as the 
minds that contemplate them. They may embrace 
a variety of subjects, and may assume difierent 
shapes and aspects, according to the external cir- 
cumstances under which they present themselves, 
or to the colour of our own thoughts and feelings 
at the moment they are before us. Their field is 
so vast, and their possible variety so great, that it 
would be vain for us to attempt to give even a 
glance at them all. Indeed, the doing so is be- 
yond our capacity, and would be beyond the 
capacity of any one man. For who shall tell 
what is fermenting in the thoughts of even one of 



6 THE ETERNAL YEARS. 

his fellow-beings ? He can merely guess blindly 
at the souls of others from having dwelt in the 
depths of his own, and knowing, as the one great 
fact, that all men are brothers. 

We are far, therefore, from intending to take 
up all the possible questions not hedged in and 
limited and defined by dogmatic teaching, or to 
tryVnd help others to come to a conclusion on 
each. We might as well attempt to count the 
sands of the sea-shore. All we are proposing to 
ourselves for our own consolation, and if possible, 
for that of our readers, is to lay hold of certain 
facts which will give a clue to other less certain 
facts, and in short — if we may be allowed to re- 
sort to a chemical term — to indicate certain 
solvents which will hold in solution the stones 
that lie in our path, and which might grow 
into great stumbling-blocks had we not a strong 
dissolving power always at our command. 

It is self-evident that there is one knowledge 
which contains all other knowledge, and that is 
the knowledge of God. As all things flow from 
Him, therefore all things are in Him ; and if we 
could see or know Him, we should know all the 
rest. That knowledge, that seeing, is the " light 
of glory." Its perfection is only compatible with 
the Beatific Vision, which vision is impossible to 
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mere man in his condition of viator y or pilgrim.^ 
It is the Conclusion of faith, just as broad noon is 
the termination of darkness. But as faith is the 
leading up to the Beatific Vision, to the light of 
glory, and to the knowledge of all things, there- 
fore in its degree is it the best substitute for sight 
— the dawning of a more perfect day, and the 
beginning of knowledge. Consequently, "faith 
is the evidence of things that appear not." And 
as it is some of the things " that appear not " 
which are puzzling and bewildering many of us, 
let us lay hold of our faith and go whither it shall 
lead us. 

We can in this life only know God mediately 
and obscurely, by reason and faith. But as the 
direct and clear intuition of God in the Beatific 
Vision will include the knowledge of all else, so 
even our present imperfect knowledge of Him com- 
prises in a certain sense all other and lesser 
science, and is necessary to the highest knowledge 
of created things. 

To do this thoroughly we will investigate the 
occasional divergence between our mental impres- 
sions, as we sometimes experience them, i^nd our 
received belief of the Divine Nature and charac- 
teristics. 

* See Appendix A. 
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In a burst of holy exultation S. Paul asks, 
^' Who hath known the mind of the Lord?"*— 
not as though regretting his ignorance, but rather 
with the feelings of one who having suddenly 
come upon an evidently priceless treasure, exclaims. 
Who can tell what wealth now lies before us ? 

Yes, indeed I we know Him well while we know 
Him but imperfectly. There is more to know than 
we can guess at, but our hearts are too narrow to 
hold it. And yet sometimes how full to over- 
flowing has that knowledge seemed I Have we 
not followed Him from the cradle to the grave, in 
that sweet brotherhood which He has established 
with each one of us ? Have we not lost ourselves 
in far-reaching thoughts of how and where He 
was when His brotherhood with us was not an 
accomplished fact, but only an ever-enduring 
divine intention co-equal with His own eternal 
existence ? 

It is true the act of the eternal generation of 
the Son in the bosom of the Father underwent no 
change or pause when, by the act of the hypostatic 
union, the Son of God became the Son of man in 
the bosom of Mary. The Divinity touched upon 
humanity ; but the humanity could in no way 
impinge upon the Divinity. 

* Romans zi. 34. 
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Nevertheless a change has passed over the 
extrinsic relations of the Divinity with humanity ; 
and that a change of so momentous a nature that 
it presents God to our appreciations in a quite new 
and different aspect. 

There was an eternity in which the Son of God 
— He whom we most seem to know of the three 
Persons of the ever-blessed Trinity — dwelt in the 
bosom of the Father unconnected with His sacred 
humanity. There was an eternity when His name 
was not Jesus, when He was the Son of God only, 
and not the Son of man. 

We are expressing what everybody knows who 
is a -Christian — a platitude almost, and yet so full 
of wonder that unless we have thoroughly gone 
into it and sifted it, we have not ransacked half 
the riches of what we can and may know of the 
^^mind of the Lord." 

In truth, we are very apt to be repelled by this 
contemplation. There is something dreary to us 
in the eteriiity when the Brother of our race and 
the Spouse of our souls was only known as the 
everlasting Begotten of the Father, dwelling 
in that inscrutable eternity to which we, as 
the creatures of time, seem to have no link. 
Our thoughts and imaginations are shackled by 
the conditions of our own being. Yesterday we 
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were not. And so all before yesterday seems like 
a blank to us. To-morrow we know will be, if 
not for us in this identical state, yet certainly for 
us in some other state. But that dim yesterday, 
which never began, and of which no history can 
be written, no details given, only the great, grand, 
inarticulate statement made that the Qui Est, 
the ^^I am," filled it — this appals us. Can 
nothing be done to mitigate this stupendous 
though beautiful horror ? Is there no corner into 
which our insignificance can creep, that so we may 
look out upon those unknown depths without feel- 
ing that we are plunging into a fathomless ocean, 
there to sink in blank darkness and inanition? 
Surely the God of the past (as from our point of 
view we reckon the past) should not be so appal- 
lingly unknown to us who have our beloved Jesus 
in the present, and who look forward to the Beatific 
Vision of the whole blessed Trinity with trembling 
hope in the futurje. But before we can in any 
degree overcome the stupor with which we think 
of the backward-flowing ages of eternity, we must 
endeavour more fully to realise the nature of time. 

We are all apt to speak of time as a period ; 
whereas it is more properly a state. 

The generality of persons, in thinking of time in 
relation to eternity, represent to themselves a long. 
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long ago, blind past, and then an interminable 
bnt partially appreciable future, and time lying 
as a sort of sliced-out period between the two, 
which slice is attached to the eternity behind and 
the eternity before, and about which we have 
the comfort and satisfaction of being able to write 
history and chronicle events, either on a large or 
a small scale. We treat it as we should do a 
mountain of gold, which we coin into money,' and 
we conveniently cut it up into ages, years, months, 
days, and hours. It is our nature so to do, and 
we cannot do otherwise. It is the condition of 
our being. But as it will not be always the con- 
dition of our being, there are few things we are 
more constantly exhorted to than the attempt to 
raise our imagination, or rather our faith, as much 
as possible out of these conventional and arbitrary 
trammels, and dispose ourselves for that other 
state which is our ultimate end, and where there 
are no years and no days. 

In point of fact, time is only an imperfection 
of our being — an absolutely necessary imperfec- 
tion, because our being is finite, and our state is 
a probationary state; and probation implies not 
only that succession which is necessary in every 
finite being, but change and movement in respect 
to things which are permanent in a more perfect 
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state. Our condition in time has not inaptly 
been compared to that of a man looking through 
the small aperture of a camera-obscura, which only 
permits him to behold a section of what is passing. 
The figures appear and vanish. But the window 
is thrown wide open in eternity, and he sees the 
whole at once. He is therefore under a disad- 
vantage so long as he is in the camera-obscura, 
viewing the landscape through a small hole. And 
this is our position, judging of eternity through 
the aperture of time. Even now we have a won- 
derful power of adding to our time, or of shorten- 
ing it, without any reference to clocks or sun-dials, 
and which, if we think about it, will help to show 
us that time is a plastic accident of our being. 

When we have been very much absorbed we 
have taken no note of time, and the hours have 
flown like minutes. During that interval we have, 
as it were, made our own time, and modified 
our condition with reference to time by our own 
act. Time, therefore, is plastic. Were we by 
some extraordinary and exceptional power to 
accomplish in one day all that actually we now 
take a year to effect, but at the same time intel- * 
lectually to retain our present perception of the 
succession of events, our life would not really have 
been shorter for the want of those three hundred 
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and sixty-four days which we had been able to do 
without. • Life is shorter now than it was in the 
days of the patriarchs ; but possibly the percep- 
tion of life is not shortened. Nay rather, from 
the rapidity with which events are now permitted 
to succeed each other, partially owing to the pro- 
gress of science and to man's increased dominion 
over material force, the probability is that our 
lives are not abstractedly much, if at all, more 
brief than Adam's nine hundred and thirty years. 
All things now are hastening to the end. They 
have always been hastening. But there is the 
added impetus of the past; and that increases 
with every age in the world's history. 

Now, let us imagine life, or a portion of life, 
without thought — that is, without the act of 
thinking. Immediately we find that it is next 
door to no thing ^ to no time, and no life. We can 
only measure life with any accuracy by the amount 
of thought which has filled it — that is, by the 
quantity of our intellectual and spiritual power 
which we have been able to bring to the small 
aperture in the camera-obscura, by which to con- 
template the ever-flowing eternity which lies 
beyond and cut it up into the sections we call 
time. 

Another example will show us how plastic is 
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the nature of time. Take the life of an animal. 
"We are inclined to give the largest reasonable and 
possible importance to the brute creation. It is 
an open question in which we may see great seeds 
of future development, all tending to increased 
glory to the Creator and to further elucidation of 
creative love. Nevertheless it is obvious that 
brutes perceive only or chiefly by moments. There 
is, as compared with ourselves, little or no se- 
quence in their perceptions. There is no cumu- 
lative knowledge. They are without deliberate 
reflection, even where they are not without per- 
ception of relations and circumstances, past or 
future. Consequently they are more rigorously 
subject to time than ourselves. Therefore, when 
we deprive an animal of life, we deprive it of a 
remainder of time that is equal to little more than 
no time, in proportion to the degree in which its 
power of filling time with perception is less than 
our own.* All we have said tends to prove that 
the existence of time is a relative existence ; it is 
the form or phase of our own finite being, the 
form which is alone consistent with our present 

* In other words, theirs is a more imperfect being than ours ; 
though whether its imperfection is to exclude aU idea of their 
having a fuller development, whereby and in which they will be 
indemnified for their sinless share in fallen man's punishment, is 
^till an open question. 
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condition. For time is the measure of successive 
existence in created and finite beings. As finite 
spirits we cannot escape from this limit of suc- 
cessive existence, any more than a body can 
escape from the limit of locality and finite move- 
ment in space. Eternal existence is the entire 
possession of life, which is illimitable in such 
a perfect manner that all succession in duration 
is excluded. This is possible only in God Him- 
self, Who is alone most pure and perfect Act, 
and therefore is at once all He can be, with- 
out change or movement. But the created spirit 
must ever live by a perpetual movement of increase 
in its duration, because it is on every side finite. 
Nevertheless, we have the testimony of Scripture 
that time, as we know it, " shall be no longer." * 

Having arrived at this conclusion, we cannot 
refuse ourselves the satisfaction of pointing out 
one obvious deduction — namely, that if time has, 
in itself, only a relative existence, it is impossible 
it can ever put an end to the existence of anything 
else. It is inconceivable that the non est can 
absorb, exterminate, annihilate, or obliterate any 
one single thing that has ever had one second of 
real existence, of permitted being, of sentient, or 
even of insentient life. God can annihilate, if He 

* Apocalypse x. 6. 
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SO will (and we do not think He will), but time 
cannot. Time can hide and put away. It can 
slip between us and the only reality, which is 
eternity; that is the condition of God, the Qui 
Est. Wait awhile, and time will have, as it were, 
spread or overflowed into eternity. It will then 
hide nothing from our view. It will be " rent in 
two from the top to the bottom," from the begin- 
ning to the end, like the veil of the Temple, which 
is its symbol. And then will appear all that it 
has hitherto seemed, but only seemed, to ex- 
tinguish. We shall find it all in the inner 
recesses of eternity. What cause, in point of fact, 
have we for supposing that anything which is shall 
cease to exist ? Why, because we no longer behold 
certain objects, do we imagine them to be really 
lost for ever ? Is this a reasonable supposition on 
the part of beings who are conscious that once 
they themselves were not, and yet believe that 
they always shall be? Why should the mere 
diversity in other existences make us apprehend 
that the missing is also the lost, and that we have 
any substantial cause for doubting that all which 
exists will go on existing ? Do we anywhere see 
symptoms of annihilation ? It is true we see end- 
less mutations, but those very mutations are a 
guarantee to us of the continuousness of being. 
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All material things change ; but they only change. 
They do not ever in any case go out and cease to 
be. If this be true of merely material things, how 
absolutely true must it be of the immaterial ; and 
how more than possible of that which is partly 
one and partly the other, of that far lower nature 
of the brutes, which have a principle of life in 
them inferior to ours and superior to the flora, 
and of which, since we do not believe their sensa- 
tions to be the result of certain fortuitous atoms 
that have feshioned themselves blindly after an 
inexorable law, and independently of an intelligent 
Lawgiver, we may reasonably predicate that they 
too will have a future, and in its proper inferior 
order, an advanced existence. Everywhere there 
is growth — through the phases of time into the 
portals of eternity. 

The idea in the Eternal Mind of all essences, 
the least as well as the greatest, was like the 
Mind that held it, eternal — that is exempt from 
all limit of succession. The past, present, and 
future are the progressive modes of existence and 
of our own perceptions rather thau the properties 
of the essences themselves. Those essences had 
a place in the Eternal Idea ; they occupy an actual 
place as an actual existence in the phases of time, 
and they go on in all probability — may we not 
say in all certainty ? — in the endlessness of the 

B 
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Creator's intention. Let no one misunderstand 
this as implying that matter was eternal, in any 
other sense than its essence being an object of the 
idea of the eternal God it was always clearly 
present to the Eternal Mind. Its actuality as 
we know it dates from this creation of the 
crude, chaotic mass. But once formed, and then 
fashioned, and finally animated, we can have no 
cause for supposing that any part of it will ever 
cease to be. Nor can we have any solid reason for 
supposing that what has once been endowed with 
sentient life will ever be condemned to fall back 
into the all but infinitely lower form of mere 
organic matter, any more than we have reason to 
suppose that at some future period organic matter 
will be reduced to inorganic matter, and that out 
of this beautiful creation it will please God to 
resolve chaos back again, either the whole or in 
any one the smallest part. We have nothing to 
do with the difficulties of the question. They are 
difficulties entirely of detail and not of principle ; 
and they concern us no more than it concerns us 
to be able to state how many animalculae it took 
to heave up the vast sierras of the western hemi- 
sphere. The details may well puzzle us, and we 
cannot venture on the merest suggestion. But 
the principle is full of hope, joy, and security, 
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which in itself is a presumption in its favour. If 
we would but believe how God values the work of 
His own hands; if we would but try to realise how 
intense is creative love, what much larger and 
deeper views we should have of the future of all 
creation, and of the glory that is prepared for us I 
Even the old heathen religions began by taking 
larger and more accurate measure of these ques- 
tions (though they necessaHly ended in error) 
than too many of us do with all the light of the 
Gospel thrown upon them. The animism of the 
heathens, which makes no distinction between 
animate and inanimate existence, but lends a soul 
to each alike, had in it a sort of loving and hope- 
ful reverence for creation which is often wanting 
to us who alone truly know the Creator. In their 
blind groping after faith it led them to fetichism, 
and further on, as a fuller development of the 
same notion, to pantheism, and then to the ever- 
renewed and endless incarnations of Buddha. But 
these errors took their rise originally from a 
respectful and tender love of that beautiful though 
awful nature which man found lying all around 
him ; external to himself, yet linked to himself, 
and beneath the folds of which he hoped to find 
the hidden Deity.* 

* See Appendix B. 
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If these reflections have at all. enabled us to 
understand the nature of time, and to shake off 
sonie of the unreasonable importance we lend to 
it in our imaginations — making of it a sort of 
lesser rival to eternity, fashioning it into an actual, 
existing thing, as if it were an attribute of God 
Himself, instead of being what it is, a state or 
phase imposed upon us, and not in any way 
affecting Him — we shall have done much to facili- 
tate the considerations we wish to enlarge upon. 
Eternity is "perpetually instantaneous." It is 
the nunc stans of theology. Time, on the contrary, 
is the past, present, and future of our human con- 
dition — the nuncjluens of theology. 

"With this truth well rooted in our minds, we 
w^ill now turn to the investigation of some of those 
impressions to which we referred at the beginning 
of this section, and endeavour to throw light upon 
them from out of the additional knowledge we 
acquire of the nature and characteristics of the 
Divine Being through the simple process of clear- 
ing away some of our false impressions with respect 
to time. We had in our modes of thought more 
or less hemmed in the Eternal with our human 
sense of time, and subjected even Him to the 
narrowing process of a past, present, and future. 
Now we are about to think of ourselves only in 
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that position, and to contemplate Him in eternitj', 
dealing with us through the medium of time, but 
distinctly with a reference to eternity, and. only 
apparently imposing on Himself the conditions of 
time in order to bring Himself, as it were, on a 
level with us in his dealings with us. 

Strange as it may appear, out of the depths of 
our stupidity we have fabricated a difficulty to 
ourselves in His very condescensions, and looking 
back from our present to the past, we find our- 
selves puzzled at certain divers revelations of God 
made to mankind in gone-by times ; just as, iu 
the weakness of our faith, we are sometimes 
troubled with doubts concerning our own condition, 
and that of those about us in that future which 
must come, and which may not be far off to any 
one of us. 

The God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob — 
is He really quite the same as our own God ? our 
God of the womb of Mary, of the manger, of the 
wayside places in Palestine, of Mount Calvary, 
and now of the silken-curtained Tabernacle and 
the Blessed Eucharist, and the dear, ineffable 
moments of silent prayer — is He the same ? 

Of course we know that literally and absolutely 
He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
Nevertheless He appears to us under such different 
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aspects that we find ourselves unintentionally con- 
tenaplating the Old Testament as a revelation of 
the Pivine Being with very different emotions 
from those with which we contemplate Him in the 
New Testament, and this, again, differing widely 
from our view of Him in the Church. It may be a 
mere matter of feeling perhaps ; but it is never- 
theless a feeling which materially influences our 
form of devotion, the vigour of our faith, and the 
power of our hope and love. 

If we could take in all these different impres- 
sions and amalgamate them ; if we could group 
them together, or make them like the several rays 
of light directed into one focus, we should obtain 
a more complete and a more influential knowledge 
of God than we can do while we seem rather to 
be wandering out of one view of Him into another, 
as if we walked from chamber to chamber and 
closed each door behind us. 

Now the only way we can arrive at this is by 
bearing in mind that the acts of God in governing 
the world are not momentary and solitary facts, 
but continuous acts, or rather one continuous act. 

Our difficulty lies in producing a visibly satis- 
factory harmony in our own minds as regards the 
acts of God, and thus (though for our own appre- 
ciation of them they are to us broken up into 
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fragments, or in other terms into separate facts), 
arriving at the same mental attitude towards 
them as though we saw them as one continu- 
ous act. 

It will aid us in our search if we, first of all, 
endeavour to qualify that act. 

Its very continuity, its perpetual instantaneous- 
ness, must essentially affect its character and 
make the definition no complex matter. It is an 
act of love, and it is revealed as such in the whole 
creation, and in the way God has let Himself down 
to us and is drawing us up unto Himself. There 
have been many apparent modifications, but there 
have been no actual contradictions in this char- 
acteristic; for even the existence of evil works 
round to greater good, to a degree sufficiently 
obvious to us for us to know that where it is less 
obvious it must nevertheless follow the same law. 
For law is everywhere ; because God is law, though 
all law, or law as such, or law in the abstract, 
is not God. 

Modern unbelief substitutes law for God, and 
then thinks it has done away with Him. To us 
who believe it makes no difference how far back 
in the long continuous line of active forces we 
may find the original and Divine Author of all 
force. It is nothing but the weakness of our 
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imagination which makes it more diflScult to count 
by millions than by units. 

What does it matter to our faith through how 
many developments the condition of creation, as 
we now see it all around us, may have passed, 
when we know that the first idea sprang from the 
great Source of all law, and that with Him the 
present state is as much one continuous act as the 
past state and the future state ? You may trace 
back the whole material universe if you will to 
the one first molecule of chaotic matter; but so 
long as I find that first molecule in the hand of 
my Creator (and I defy you to put it anywhere 
else), that is enough for my faith. 

You do not make Him one whit the less my 
Creator and my God because an initial law, or 
force with which He then stamped it, has worked 
it out to what I now see it. You may increase 
the apparent distance between the world as it is 
actually and the Divine Fount from whence it 
sprang; you may seem to remove the creative 
love which called the universe into existence 
further oflf, by thus lengthening the chain of what 
you call developments; but after all, these de- 
velopments are for ever bridged over by the 
ulterior intentions of the Triune Deity when He 
said, " Let us make man in our image," and by 
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the fact that space and time are mere accidents 
as viewed in relation to the Qui Est. They are, 
so to speak, divinely-constituted conventionalities, 
through which the Divinity touches upon our 
human condition, but which in no way affect the 
Divine Essence as it is in Itself. On the contrary, 
in the broken- up developments and evolutions 
which you believe you trace, and which you want 
to make into a blind law which shall supersede a 
Divine Creator, I see only the pulsations of time 
breaking up to me the perpetually instantaneous 
and eternal act of God, just as I see the pulsa- 
tions of light in the one unbroken ray. The act 
of God passes through the medium of time before 
it reaches our ken ; and the ray of light passes 
through the medium of air before it strikes our 
senses ; but both are continuous and instantaneous. 
If we have in any degree succeeded in establish- 
ing this to our satisfaction, it will become easier 
for us to estimate the acts of God as they come 
to us through the pulsations of time ; because we 
shall be able to bear in mind that they must be 
in a measure interpreted to us by the time through 
the medium of which they reach us. They were 
modified by the time in which they were revealed, 
much as the ray is modified by the substance 
through which it forces its way to us. 
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Now we arrive at the causes of the different 
impressions we receive of the nature and charac- 
teristics of the Divine Being. They are a con- 
sequence of the different epochs in which we 
contemplate Him. They are the pulsations ap- 
propriate to that epoch. Other pulsations belong 
to our portion of. time, and to our consequent 
view of the Divine Being ; and so on and on, till 
time shall be swallowed up in Eternity, and the 
Beatific Vision burst upon us. 



( 27 ) 



CHAPTER IL 

THE PULSATIONS OF TIME. 

The deduction we arrive at from the argument 
which we have laid down is that the history of 
the world is a consistent one, and not a series of 
loose incidents strung together. It is as much 
this morally, it is as truly the evolution and un- 
winding of a high moral law and of a great spiri- 
tual truth, as the life of the plant from the seed 
to the ripe fruit is the development of a natural 
growth. This last is governed by laws with which 
we are only partially acquainted; whereas the 
moral law and the spiritual truth are revealed to 
us by the Divine scheme of creation and redemp- 
tion. There is nothing existing, either in the 
natural or in the spiritual law, and especially in 
this last, which is not more or less, in one way 
or in another, by assertion or by negation, a 
revelation of the Divine Being. 

He reveals Himself directly by His volitions and 
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indirectly by His permissions. And we can only 
be one with Him when we have learnt to accept 
both and submit to both; not in the spirit of 
quietism or fatalism, but as actively entering into 
His intentions, receiving what He wills, and bear- 
ing what He permits. There is no harmony 
possible between the soul and God until we have 
arrived at this ; and the history of the world is 
the history of man's acquiescence in or resistance 
to the supreme will of God. The first disruption 
of the will of man from the will of God, in the 
fall of man, wove a dark woof into the web of 
time ; and every act of ours which is not according 
to the will of God weaves the same into our own 
lives, because it is a rupture of the law of ha.rmony 
which God has constituted between Himself as 
Creator and us as creatures. Were that harmony 
unbroken man would rest in God as in his 
centre ; for being finite he has no sufficiency in 
himself, but for ever seeks some good extrinsic 
to himself. The same applies to all creation, 
whose ultimate end and highest good must always 
be some object beyond and above itself; and that 
object is none other than God, " quod ignorantes 
colitis,"* — the finite striving after the Infinite. 
Thus the whole Divine government of the world is 

* Acts xvii. 23. 
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a gradual unfolding of the Divine Will, according 
as we are able to receive it. And the degree of 
receptivity in mankind, at various periods of the' 
world's history, and in different localities, accounts 
for the variety in the Divine dispensations, and 
for the imperfection of some as compared with 
others. The "yet more excellent way"* could 
not be received by all at all times. The promise 
was given to Abraham. But four hundred and 
thirty years elapsed before its fulfilment, for the 
express purpose of being occupied and spent in 
the economy of the law as a less perfect dispen- 
sation, and which was given because of trans- 
gressions — " propter transgressiones posita esf'f 
— thus showing the adaptive government of God : 
the gradual building up of the city of the Lord, 
whose stones are the living souls of men, which 
are " hewed and made ready," f but so that there 
shall be " neither hammer, nor axe, nor tool of 
iron heard " while it is building. For God does 
not force His creature. He pours not " new 
wine into old bottles," but waits in patience 
for their growth, and for the slow and gradual 
leavening of the great mass. A time had been 
when God walked with man "at the afternoon 

* I Corinthians zii. 31. t Galatians iii. 19. 

$ 3 Kings vi. 7. 
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air ; " * and whatever may be the fall meaning of 
this exquisitely-expressed intercourse, at least it 
must have been intimate and tender. But when 
the black pall of evil fell on the face of creation 
the light of God's intercourse with man was let in 
by slow degrees, like single stars coming out in 
the dark firmament. The revelations, like the 
stars, varied in magnitude and glory, lay wide 
apart from each other, rose at different intervals 
of longer or- shorter duration, and conveyed, like 
them, a flickering and uncertain light, until the 
" Sun of Justice arose with health in His 
wings," t aiid ^^ scattered the rear of darkness 
thin." The degree of light vouchsafed was limited 
by the capacity of the recipient ; and that capacity 
has not always been the same in all ages, any 
more than in any one age it is the same in all the 
contemporary men, or in each man the same at 
.all periods of his life. It is thus that we arrive 
at the explanation of an apparent difference of 
tone, colour, and texture, so to speak, in the 
various manifestations of God to man. The 
manifestation is limited to the capacity of the 
recipient; and not only is it limited, but to a 
certain extent it becomes, as it were, tinged by 
the properties of the medium through which it is 

* Genesis iii. 8. f Malacbias It. 2. 
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transmitted to others. It assumes characteristics 
that are not essentially its own. For so marvel- 
lous is the respect with which the Creator treats 
the freedom of His creature that He suffers us to 
give a measure of our own colour to what He re- 
veals to us, so that it may be more our own, more 
on our level, more within our grasp; as though 
He poured the white waters of saving truth into 
glasses of varied colours, and so hid from us a 
pellucidity too perfect for our nature. And thus 
it happens that to us who dwell in the light of 
God's Church, with the seven lamps of the seven 
sacraments burning in the sanctuary, the God of 
Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob hardly seems 
to us the same God as our God. We see Him 
through the prism of the past, amid surroundings 
that are strange to us, in the old patriarchal life 
that seems so impossible a mode of existence to 
the denizens of great cities in modern Europe. 

This is equally true throughout the history of 
the world. It is also true of every individual 
soul ; and it is true of the same soul at different 
periods of its existence. He is the same God 
always and everywhere. But there is a difference 
in the kind of reception which each soul gives to 
that portion of Divine knowledge and grace which 
it is capable of receiving and which it actually 
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does receive. For they are "divers kinds of 
vessels, every little vessel, from the vessels of caps 
even to every instrument of music." * They differ 
in capacity and they differ in material ; and the 
great God, in revealing Himself, does so by degrees. 
He has deposited, as it were, the whole treasure 
of Himself in the bosom of His spouse, the Church; 
but the births of new grace and further developed 
truth only come to us as we can bear them and 
when we can bear them. The body of truth is all 
there ; but the dispensing of that truth varies in 
degree as time goes on. God governs in His own 
world; but He does so behind and through the 
human instruments whom He condescends to 
employ. And as, in the exercise of His own free- 
will, man chose the evil and refused the good, so 
has the Almighty accommodated Himself to the 
conditions which man has instituted. Were He to 
do otherwise, He would force the will of His crea- 
ture, which He never will do, because the doing it 
would have for result to deprive that creature of all 
moral status and reduce him to a machine. From 
the moment that we lose the power of refusing the 
good and taking the evil, from the moment that 
any force really superior to that which has been 

^Isaias zxii. 24; or, as it maybe translated: ''The yegsels of 
small quality, from yessels of basins even to all vessels of flagons." 
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put into the arsenals of our own b eing robs us of 
the faculty of selection, we lose all merit and con- 
sequently all demerit. The Creator when He made 
man, surrounded him with the respect due to a 
being who had the power of disposing of his own 
everlasting destiny, Nor has He ever done, nor 
will He do, anything which can trench on this 
prerogative. The whole system of grace is a system 
divinely devised to afford man aid in the selection 
he has to make. There lies an atmosphere of grace 
all around our souls, as there lies the air we 
breathe around our senses. The one is as fre- 
quently unperceived by us as the other.* We are 
without consciousness as regards its presence as 
we are without direct habitual consciousness of 
the act of breathing and of our own existence, 
except as from time to time we make a reflective 
modification in our own mind of the idea of the 
air and of the fact of our inhaling it. We are 
unconscious that it is the Divine Creator who is 
for ever sustaining our physical existence. We 
are oblivious of it for hours together, unless we 

* Saarez holds that grace is not always perceptible. There are 
moments when we are conscious of the distinct action of grace, by 
the direct perception of its effects in our sonl. These are the 
exceptions, which are multiplied with increasing holiness, until 
they become the rule, and, when that is accomplished, heroic sanc- 
tity 18 perfected in all its parts. 

C 
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stop and think. It is the same with the presence 
of grace. 

And though " exciting " grace, as theology calls 
it, begins with the illustration of the intellect, it 
does not follow that we are always by any means 
conscious of this illustration. It is needless to 
carry out the theological statement in these pages. 
What we have said is enough to bring us round 
to our point, which is that the action of grace on 
the individual soul, and the long line of direct 
and indirect revelations of God's will from the 
creation to the present hour, though always the 
same grace and always the same revelation, receive 
different renderings according to the vehicle in 
which they are held — much as a motive in music 
remains the same air, though transposed from one 
key to another. Not only, therefore, does man, 
as it were, give a colour of his own to the revela- 
tion of God, but he has the sad faculty of limiting 
its flow and circumscribing its course, even where 
he cannot altogether arrest it. We are " slow of 
heart to believe," and therefore is the time delayed 
when the still unfulfilled promises shall take effect. 
Our Lord declares that Moses permitted the 
Hebrews to put away their wives, because of the 
hardness of their hearts ; ^^but from the beginning 
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it was not so." * God's law had never in itself 
been other than what the Church has declared 
it to be. The law of matrimony, as God had 
ordained it, was always meant to be what it was 
at the first, and is now declared to be. But man 
ceased to be in a condition to receive so perfect a 
law ; and thus the condition of man — that is, the 
hardness of his heart — had the effect of modifying 
the expression of the will of God, as revealed at 
the first, and as now revealed in all its fulness 
since matrimony has been raised to the dignity 
of a sacrament of the New Law. The Hebrews 
were incapable of anything more than a mutilated, 
or rather a truncated expression of the Divine will, 
as it was represented to them in the law of Moses 
on the married state. Nor could we anywhere 
find a more perfect illustration of our argument. 
In the first place it is given us by our Lord Him- 
self; and, in the second it occurs on a subject 
which, taken in its larger sense, involves almost 
every other, lies at the root of the whole world of 
matter, and of being through matter, and may be 
called the representative idea of the creation. 
Now if on such a question as this mankind at 
some period of their existence, and that a period 
which includes ages of time, and covers at one 

♦ S. Matthew xix. 8. 
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interval or another, the whole vast globe, could 
only hear an imperfect and utterly defective render- 
ing, how much more must there exist to be still 
further developed out of the "things new and old" 
which lie in the womb of time and in the treasures 
of the Church, but which are waiting for the era 
when we shall be in a condition to receive them I 
The whole system of our Lord's teaching was based 
on this principle. He seems, if we may so express 
it, afraid of overburdening His disciples by too 
great demands upon their capacity. He says with 
reference to the mission of S. John the Baptist : 
^^ If you will receive it, he is Elias that is to 
come,"* and in the Sermon on the Mount He 
points out to them the imperfection of the old 
moral code as regarded the taking of oaths and 
the law of talion. Now the moral law as it existed 
in the mind of God, could never have varied. It 
must always have been " perfect as our Heavenly 
Father is perfect." But it passed through an 
imperfect medium — the one presented by the then 
condition of mankind — and was modified accord- 
ingly. 

We hold, therefore, in what we have now stated, 
a distinct view of the way in which God governs 
the world; not absolutely, not arbitrarily, but 

* S. Matthew xi. 14. 



THE PULSATIONS OF TIME. 37 

adaptwely. And where we see imperfection, and 
at times apparent retrogression, it is the free will 
of man forcing the will of God to his own de- 
struction, ^^ until he who hindereth now, and will 
hinder, be taken out of the way."* 

If this be true of God's direct revelations of 
Himself, and of His moral law as given from time 
to time to mankind, according as in their fallen 
state they could receive it — if in short, it be true 
of His direct volitions — it is also true of His per- 
missions. If it hold good of the revelations of 
His antecedent will, it holds good of the ihstances 
(so far as we may trace them in the history of the 
world) of His consequent will ; that is of His will 
which takes into consideration the facts induced 
by man in the exercise of his own free will, which 
is so constantly running counter to the antecedent 
will of God. The Divine permissions form the 
negative side of the revelation of God. They are 
His permissive government of the world, not His 
direct government. The direct government is the 
stream of revelation given to our first parents, to 
the patriarchs and lawgivers of Israel, and now 
in a more direct and immediate way, through our 
Blessed Lord in His birth, death, and resurrection, 

* *' Tantum ut qui tenet nunc, teneat, donee de medio fiat" — 
2 Thessalonians ii. 7. 
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by the Church in the sacraments, and through her 
temporal head the vicar of Christ. 

Even now, when He has consummated His union 
with His Church, and that she is the true organ 
of the Holy Ghost, and therefore the one true and 
infallible medium and interpreter of God's direct 
government of the world. He also governs it by 
the indirect way of His overruling providence. 
The events which occur in history have ever a 
double character. They have their mere human 
aspect, often apparently for evil alone ; and they 
have th'eir ultimate result for good, which is 
simply the undercurrent of God's will working up- 
wards and through the actions of mankind. Events 
which on the face of them bear the character of 
unmitigated evils, like war, have a thousand ulti- 
mate beneficial results. War is the rude, cruel 
pioneer of the armies of the Lord ; for where the 
soldier has been the priest will follow. Persecu- 
tions kindle new faith and awaken fresh ardour. 
Pestilence quickens charity and leads to improve- 
ments in the condition of the poor. Nor do we 
believe that it is only in this large and general, 
unsympathetic and sweeping manner that God 
allows good to be worked out of evil. We have 
faith in the intercession of the Mother of Mercy ; 
and as ultimate good may arise to whole races of 
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mankind out of terrible calamities, so we are 
persuaded there is a more intimate, minute, and 
loving interference in favour of individual souls 
wherever there is huge public calamity. The field 
of battle, the burning city, the flood, and the pes- 
tilence are Mary's harvest fields, whither she sends 
her angels over whom she is queen, with special and 
extraordinary graces, to gather and collect those 
who might otherwise have perished, and in the 
supreme moment which is doubtless so often God's 
hour, to win trophies of mercy to the honour and 
glory of the Precious Blood. 

Unless we believe in God's essential, actual, 
and unintermittent government of the world we 
cannot solve the riddle of the Sphinx; and her 
cruel, stony stare will freeze our blood as we 
traverse the deserts of life. If we believe only in 
His direct government, we shall find it chiefly if 
not solely, in His Church ; and the area is sadly 
limited ! If we acknowledge His essential provi- 
dence in His permissions, if we make sure of His 
presence in what appears its very negation, then 
alone do we arrive at the solution of life's pro- 
blems ; and even then not as an obvious thing, 
but as a constant and ever-renewed act of faith in 
the under-flowing gulf-stream of Divine love, 
which melts the ice and softens the rigour of the 
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wintry epochs in the world's history. If we admit 
of this theory, which is new to none of us though 
dim to some, we let in a flood of light upon many 
of the incidents described in the Old Testament, 
and specially spoken of as done by the will of 
God, but which to our farther-advanced revelation 
of God, read to us as unlike Himself. The light 
of the later interpretation has been thrown over 
the earlier fact ; but in the harmony of eternity, 
when we are freed from the broken chord of time 
there will be no dissonance. 

There can be no more wonderful proof of God's 
unutterable love than the way in which He has 
condescended to make the very sins of mankind 
work to His own glory and to the farther revelation 
of Himself. From the first ''felix culpa " of our 
first parents, as the Church does not hesitate to 
call it, down to the present hour — down even to 
the secret depths of our own souls where we are 
conscious of the harvests of grace sprung from 
repentant tears — it is still the fact of the great 
Alchemist turning base metal in the crucible of 
Divine love into pure gold. 

It is one of the most irrefragable proofs of the 
working of a perpetual providence that can be 
adduced. 

Granted that there are no new creations in the 
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material visible universe (though every human 
soul is a separate creation), but that creation 
is one act evolving itself by its innate force 
into all the phenomena which we see, and into 
countless possible others which future genera- 
tions of beings will see, nothing of this can 
prevent the fact that the moral development of 
the status of mankind, the revelations of Divine 
truth and consequently of the Deity, through the 
flow of ages, has ever been a bringing of good out 
of evil which no blind, irresponsible law could 
produce. There is no sort of reason why evil 
should work into its contrary good except the 
reason that God is the supreme good, and directs 
all apparent evil into increments of His glory, 
thereby converting it into an ultimate good. We 
must remember however, that this does not dimi- 
nish our culpability because it does not affect our 
free will. It does not make evil another form of 
good. It is no pact with the devil. It is war and 
victory, opposition and conquest. It is justice 
and retribution, and it behoves us to see whether 
we are among those who are keeping ourselves in 
harmony with the eternal God in His direct govern- 
ment of the world; in harmony (so far as we 
know it) with His antecedent will ; or whether we 
are allowing ourselves to drift away into channels 
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of our own, working out only the things that He 
permits but which He also condemns, and laying 
up for ourselves that swift devouring flame which 
will '^ try every man s work of what sort it is." 

We have thus arrived at two different views of 
God's government of the world — His direct govern- 
ment and His indirect or permissive government. 

We now come to what we may call His inductive 
teaching of the world — the way in which truths 
are partially revealed to us, and come to us per- 
colating through the sands of time, as mankind 
needs them and can receive them. 

Our Lord Himself gives us an example of this 
inductive process when he speaks of ^^ the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob," as being '' not 
the God of the dead, but of the living," thus 
showing that the Jews held and were bound to 
hold, the doctrine of immortality by an inductive 
process. The teaching of the old law was symbolic 
and inductive. The histories of the Old Testa- 
ment are of the same character. They are written 
with no apparent design. They are the simple 
account of such incidents as the historian thought 
fit to record ; acting as he did, under the Divine 
impulse which underlay his statements without 
fettering his pen. He may not himself have been 
conscious of the unspeakable importance of his 
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work. Consequently there is no effort, hardly 
even common precaution and foresight in his 
mode of chronicling events. He glances at 
incidents without explaining them, because while 
he wrote they were present to his own experience, 
and would be to that of his readers. A writer in 
our day would allude to a person having performed 
a journey of fifty miles in an hour's time without 
thinking it necessary to explain that people travel 
by steam. In another part he would advert to 
railroads, and the rapidity of locomotion as their 
result, equally without a direct reference to the 
individual who effected fifty miles in an hour. 
To the reader of three thousand years hence the 
one incidental allusion will explain and corroborate 
the other, and thus by internal evidence prove 
the authenticity and consistency of the history. 
Unintentional coincidences crop up as the pages 
grow beneath the hand of the careful student 
of Scripture, and throw light unlocked for on the 
exactitude and veracity of the narrative. The 
substratum of the whole of the Old Testament 
history is the gradual growth of one family out of 
all the families of mankind, into which as into a 
carefully-prepared soil the seed of Divine truth 
was to be sown. Through all the variety of the 
Old Testament writers the same underlying design 
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exists ; and thougli tins was a special stream of 

revelation unlike any that now exists or that is 

now required (for reasons which are obvious to 

every Catholic who knows what the Church is), 

yet it forms an indication of the way in which 

the Divine Creator is for ever governing the world 

and preparing it with a Divine foresight for His 

ultimate purpose. The Holy Ghost speaks now 

through a direct organ, which organ is the Church. 

Formerly God spoke through historic events and 

multitudinous incidents in connection with one 

race of people. But this very fact authorises us 

to believe that the same character of government 

exists throughout the whole universe in a greater 

or less degree, and that God is preparing the way 

for the ultimate triumph of the sacred Humanity 

and of His spouse the Church, on the far-off shores 

of sultry Africa, in the inner recesses of silent 

China, among the huge forests which skirt the 

Blue Mountains, or amid the glittering glories of 

the kingdoms of ice. 

There is nothing more depressingly sad, more 

deeply to be regretted, and more difficult to ex- 
plain than the almost hopeless narrowness of most 
people in their appreciation of divinely-ordained 
facts. We live like moles. We throw up a 
mound of dusky earth above and around us, within 
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which we grope and are content. The treasures 
of sacred lore, the depths of spiritual science, the 
infinite variety of Scriptural information with 
the divinely-pointed moral of every tale, are 
things which most of us are content to know 
exist, and to think no more about. The very 
lavishness with which God has given us all that 
we want for the salvation of our souls seems to 
have stifled in our ungenerous natures the lonofino: 
to know and to do more. When the Evangelist 
said that the world would not hold the books 
that might be written on the Sacred Humanity 
alone, he may have had an intuition not so 
much of the material world and material volumes, 
as of the world of narrowed minds and crippled 
hearts who would be found stranded on the shores 
of our much-vaunted civilisation and progress. 

Few things are more remarkable in the tone 
and character of modern Catholic writers than 
the small amount of use they make of Scripture : 
so strangely in contrast with the old writers, and 
with even the great French spiritual authors of a 
century and a half ago. Their pages are rich with 
Scriptural lore. Their style is a constant recog- 
nition of the government and designs of God as 
shown to us in the past and present, and as we 
are bound to anticipate them in the future. In 
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our time this has given place to emotional de- 
votion, a most excellent thing in its way but 
only likely to have much influence over our lives 
when it is grounded on solid theology and 
directed by real knowledge. No doubt it is so in 
the minds of the authors themselves ; but we fear 
it is rare in those of their ordinary readers, who 
thus drink the froth off the wine but are not 
benefited by the strengthening properties of the 
generous liquid itself. . Nor will they be, until 
they have made up their minds to believe and un- 
derstand that conversion is not an isolated fact in 
their lives, but a progressive act involving all the 
intellect, all the faculties, be they great or small 
(for each one must be full up to its capacity), and 
all the heart, mind, and soul. The whole man 
must work and be worked upon in harmony ; and 
we must remember that it e5 work, and not merely 
feeling, consolation, emotion, prettiness, and or- 
nament; but an intellectual growth, going on 
pari passu with a spiritual growth, until the whole 
vessel is fitted and prepared for the glory of God. 
We think we may venture to say that few things 
will conduce more to this than the study of the 
Divine Scriptures under the light and teaching of 
the Catholic Church. In them we find a profound 
revelation of the character of God. We are a^ 
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we read them interpreted to us by the lamp of the 
sanctuary, let down into the awful depths of the 
Divine Eternal Mind. We watch the whole world 
and all creation working up for the supreme 
moroent of the conception of Jesus ; while in the 
life of our Blessed Lord Himself we find condensed 
into those wonderful thirty- three years the whole 
system of the Church — the spiritual fabric which 
is to fill eternity, the one God-revealing system 
which is finally to supersede all others. 

Unhappily many persons are under the delusion 
that narrowness and ignorance are the same as 
Christian simplicity,, and that innocence means 
ignorance of everything else, as well as of evil. 
These are the people who are afraid to look facts 
in the face and to read them off as part of the 
God-directed history of the world. These are 
they to whom science is a bugbear. They hug 
their ignorance as being their great safeguard, and 
wear blinkers lest they should be startled by the 
events which cross their path. Grown men and 
women do it for themselves and attempt it for 
their children; and meanwhile those to whom we 
ought to be superior are rushing on with headlong 
daring, carrying intellectual eminence, and origi- 
nality, and investigation of science all before 
them; while we, who should be clad in the panoply 
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of the faith and afraid of nothing, are putting out 
the candles and shading the lamps that we may 
idly enjoy a shadow too dense for real work. 

And yet is not the earth ours ? Is not all that 
exists our heritage? To whom does anything 
belong if not to us the sons of the Church, the 
sole possessors of infallible truth, the only invul- 
nerable ones, the only ever-enduring and ever- 
increasing children of the light? The past is 
ours ; the present should be ours ; the future is 
all our own. Our triumph may be slow (and it 
is slower because we are cowards), but it is 
certain. Are we not tenfold the children of the 
covenant, the sons of the Father's house, the 
heirs of all ? We alone are in possession of what 
all science and art must ultimately fall back 
upon and harmonise with. There is no success 
possible but what is obtained and shall in the 
future be obtained in union with the Church of 
God. Have we forgotten, are we ever for a 
moment permitted to forget that the Church of 
God is not an accident, nor a cunningly-devised, 
tolerably able, partially infirm organisation ; but 
that she is the spouse of the God-Man, the one 
revelation of God, perfect and entire though but 
gradually given forth ; that all the harmonies of 
science are fragments of the harmony of God 
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Himself, of His pure being, of the Qui Est ; and 
that the harmony of the arts is simply the 
human expression of the harmony of the LoffOSy 
the human utterances of the articulations of the 
Divine Word, as they come to us in far-off life- 
like echoes of eternity ? 

Even the great false religions of the past, and 
of the present in the remote East, are but man's 
discord breaking the harmony of truth while 
retaining the key-note : the immortality of the 
soul and the certainty of a future state in the 
deep thoughts of Egypt, the universality of God's 
providential government of the world in Greek 
mythology, the union of the soul with God in 
Brahminism, and the One God of Mahomet- 
anism: each has its kernel of truth, its ideal 
nucleus of supernatural belief, which it had caught 
from the great harmony of God in broken frag- 
ments and enshrined in mystic signs. Even now 
as we look back upon them all, we are bound to 
confess that they stand on a totally different 
ground from the multitudinous sects of our day, 
which break away from the one body of the 
Church and drift off into negation or Protestantism. 
Ear be it from us to insinuate that any the lowest 
form of Christianity, the weakest utterance of the 
dear name of Jesus, is not ten thousandfold better 
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than the most abstruse of the old Indian or Egyp- 
tian religions. Wherever the name of Jesus is 
uttered, no matter how imperfectly, there is more 
hope of light and of salvation than in the deepest 
symbols of heathen or pagan creeds. It may be 
but one ray of light but still it is light — the real 
warming, invigorating light of the sun, and not 
the cold and deleterious light of the beautiful 
moon who has poisoned what she has borrowed.* 
Nevertheless and maintaining this with all the 
energy of which we are capable, it is still true 
that each one of the great false religions which at 
various times and in divers places have swayed 
mankind, was rather the overgrowth of error on a 
substantial truth than the breaking up of truth 
into fragmentary and illogical negation, which is 
the characteristic of all forms of secession from 
the Catholic unity of the Church. The modern 
aberrations from the faith are a mere jangle of 
sounds, while the old creeds were petrifactions 
of partial truth. The modern forms of 90-called 
faith outside the Church are a negation of truth 
rather than a distortion. Consequently, they are 
for ever drifting and taking protean shapes that 
defy classification. 

* It is iiy'arious to sleep in the light of the moon ; and it indacea 
rapid putrefaction in dead fish, &c. 



THE PULSATIONS OF TIME. 5 I 

They have broken up into a hundred forms; 
they will break up into a thousand more till the 
whole fabric has crumbled into dust. They have 
none of the strong hold on human nature which 
the old religions had, because they are not the 
embodiment of a sacred mystery but rather the 
explaining away of all mystery. They are a per- 
petual drifting detritus without coherence as 
without consistency ; and as they blip down the 
slant of time they fall into the abyss of oblivion, 
and will leave not a trace behind, only in so far 
that, vanishing from sight, they make way for the 
fuller establishment of the truth — the eternal, the 
Divine spherical truth, absolute in its cohesion 
and perfect in all its parts. 

The hold which heathen and pagan creeds have 
had upon mankind conveys a lesson to ourselves 
which superJScial thinkers are apt to overlook. It 
is certain they could not have held whole nations 
beneath their influence had not each in its turn 
been an embodiment of some essential truth, which 
though alloyed in its expression by error remains 
in itself essentially a part of truth. They snatched 
at fragments of the natural law which governs the 
universe, or they embodied in present expression 
the inalienable hopes of mankind. They took the 
world of nature as the utterance neither of a pass- 
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ing nor of an inexorable law, but of an inscrutable 
Being, and believed that the mystical underlies 
the natural. Untaught by the sweet revelations 
of Christianity their religion could assume no 
aspect but one of terror, silent dread, and deep 
horror. Their only escape from this result was in 
the deterioration that necessarily follows the 
popularisation of all abstract ideas unless pro- 
tected by a system at once consistent and elastic, 
like that which is exhibited in the discipline of 
the Catholic Church. They wearied of the rarefied 
atmosphere of unexplained mystery. They wanted 
the tangible and evident in its place. Like the 
Israelites they lusted after the flesh-pots of Egypt; 
and their lower nature and evil passions rebelled 
against the moral loftiness of abstract truth. The 
multitude could not be kept up to the mark, and 
needed coarser food. The result was inevitable. 
But as all religion involves mystery, instead of 
working upward through the natural law to the 
spiritual and Divine law they inverted the process, 
and grovelled down below the natural law with 
its sacramentalistic character, to the preternatural 
and diabolic. Mystery was retained, but only in 
the profanation of themselves and of natural laws, 
until they had passed outside all nature, and, 
making a hideous travesty of humanity iad 
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become more vile and hateful than the devils they 
served. 

Thus the Romans vulgarised the Greek mytho- 
logy ; and that which had remained during a long 
period as a beautiful though purely human ex- 
pression of a Divine mystery among a people 
whose religion consisted mainly in the worship of 
the beautiful, and who themselves transcended all 
that humanity has ever since beheld in their own 
personal perfection of beauty, became when it 
passed through the coarser hands of the Romans, 
a degenerate vulgarity, which infected their whole 
existence in art and in manners quite as effectu- 
ally as in religion. Then Rome flung open her 
gates to all the creeds of all the world, and the 
time-honoured embodiments of fragmentary but 
intrinsic truth met together, and were all equally 
tolerated while all equally degenerated. AUl — 
except the one whole and perfect truth: the Gospel 
of Salvation. That was never tolerated. That 
alone could not be endured, because the instinct 
of evil foresaw its own impending ruin in the 
Gospel of peace. 

It was a new thing for mankind to be told that 
a part of the essence of religion was elevated 
morality and the destruction of sin in the indivi- 
dual. Whatever comparative purity of life had 
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co-existed with the old religions was hardly due to 
their influence among the multitude, though it 
might be so with those whose educated superiority 
enabled them to reason out the morality of creeds. 
While the rare philosopher was reading the inmost 
secret of the abstract idea on which the religion 
of his country was based, and the common pagan 
was practising the most degraded sorcery and 
peering into obscene mysteries without a single 
elevation of thought, suddenly the life of the God- 
Man was put before the world and the whole face 
of creation was gradually changed. 

But as the shadows of the past in the old re- 
ligions led up to the light, so shall the light of 
the present lead up to the ^^ perfect day." 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD's GOVERNMEKT- 

ABUNDANCE. 



'We have adverted to the indirect government of 
the creation by God — to the government which He 
condescends to administer first through the primary 
laws which He has stamped upon the universe ; 
and secondly, through the moral and physical 
activity with which He has endowed mankind. 

We are making vast and rapid strides in this 
day towards discovering and unravelling these 
primary laws. At the present moment we seem 
to have got ourselves somewhat into a tangle of 
knowledge, which threatens to asphyxiate us with 
the overpowering perfume of its lavish blossoms 
like that of the exuberant growth of the tropical 
flora. 

We are caught as in the meshes of a net, and 
hardly allowed time to solve one problem and 
satisfy ourselves with a conclusion before some 
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new tendril of the ever-growing parasite has flung 
another flowering coil of verdure around us and 
arrested our steps once more. We have come 
upon the time long ago predicted by the Archangel 
Michael to the prophet Daniel: '^ Plurimi tran- 
sibunty et multiplex erit scientia.'*'* * We are 
dazzled and bewildered; and some timid souls 
are like ostriches which hide their heads in the 
sand, preferring not to see and know and hoping 
that their ignorance and the ignorance of the 
multitude generally will serve as a dam to the 
coming flood, and leave us freed foom a torrent of 
questions which if once they are there, must be 
answered. It is to be regretted that these per- 
sons cannot learn to possess their souls in patience, 
and to watch calmly and intelligently the progress 
of this gigantic growth of science, assured that it 
will all arrange and classify itself in time, in 
perfect harmony with what they know to be true 
and enduring and which they so dishonour by 
their apprehensions. 

However, since this is too much to expect of 
the many, there is nothing for it but to allow such 
people to keep themselves in peace in the way 
that suits them best ; only not permitting them 
to discourage others from investigation and reve- 

* Daniel zii. 4. 
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rent inquiry, S. Thomas tells us that the end of 
all science is contained within the end of all 
theology and is subservient to it. Theology, 
therefore, ought to command all other sciences 
and turn to its use those things of which they 
treat. But we shall not arrive at this virile stead- 
fastness until the real study of theology has be- 
come more general. There is but little in our 
modem education or habits of thought to teach 
that calm gaze into the depths of the Divine 
mysteries which imparts such strength of mental 
vision that the soul ceases to be dazzled by the 
false light of falling stars. The robust vigour of 
the studious habits of old has ceased from among 
us, and the modern mind is attenuated and en- 
feebled by a vast variety of subjects indifferently 
explored, many of them received on trust and 
without inquiry, and all smoothed down to one 
dead-level of superficial thought and inadequate 
expression. Not that for a moment we would 
imply that mere habits of study are all that is 
needed. These habits may exist, and do exist to 
a great extent ; but the silence and the solitude 
do not exist, and the studies themselves have 
long ago ceased to be of a nature to clear the 
mind for the gradual, patient, interiorly-evolved 
contemplation of the eternal truths which lie at 
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the bottom of all things. The old scholastic 
philosophy and theology laid the only real found- 
ation of all speculative knowledge, and built for 
us for all future time that solid fabric of theo- 
logical truth in the received and authorised teaching 
of the great doctors of the Church which, like a 
mighty magnet attracting to itself strong bars of 
iron, will draw within its own embrace all other 
truth and all other science, because " the end of 
science is within the end of theology. ^^ Meanwhile, 
if we would not find ourselves swamped in the 
torrent of surmises, partial discoveries, inverted 
reasonings, and unreverential decisions, we must 
go back to the spirit and method of the ages 
which produced the deeply metaphysical thinkers 
and theological writers of old. The flood of events 
pours on and the concussion of each tears through 
our daily life and ploughs up the hours and the 
days in hurried disorder, leaving no time for seed 
to develop in the fallow soil, for the green blade 
to strengthen and the harvest to ripen. Modern 
inventions speed the latest intelligence into the 
innermost recesses of our homes, and we live like 
people in a house without doors or windows, open 
to every blast ; while the age whose needs seem 
most to call for contemplative recluses on the 
contrary stamps contemplation out of the heart of 
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man, and substitutes the paramount necessity for 
outward activity. There is no solace, there is no 
rest but in prayer. There is no consolation but 
in cultivating thought in the hidden recesses of 
our minds, and, amid the racket of life to go 
deep down into the silent caverns of our souls and 
dwell in an inner solitude with thoughts of eternal 
truth. 

The tendencies of the age have added a new 
diflGiculty to the treatment of many of the questions 
more or less inextricably mixed up with any largely 
philosophical views of the union of science with 
Divine truth. We have perverted our language, 
because thought of which language is the clothing 
is perverted. We dare not handle questions that 
in themselves are pure, because we have allowed 
necessary words to represent unnecessary in- 
delicacy. No word that expresses a necessary 
fact is in itself evil ; but woe to the imagination 
which makes it so ! Purity is always dignified. 
But if you take the white roses of innocence to 
crown a wanton white roses will fall into dis- 
repute; and this is what we have done with 
language. Words no longer only mean the thing 
they represent. They have been made to insin- 
uate the foul overflow of evil fancy that corrup- 
tion has poured forth. How shall we cleanse the 
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Bource that we may once more use language of 
strength and purity ? How shall we again become 
manly and brave and yet avoid the charge of 
being coarse and too outspoken ? Only by going 
back to the noble candour of the great thinkers of 
old, and by trying to see things as they are in 
the mind of God and not as they are in fallen 
man ; by looking at the laws of creation as they 
came from the hands of the Creator before man 
had written his running commentary of evil and 
sin, and thus defiled the glorious page. There 
are two forms of purity. The one is the purity of 
ignorance. The intellect that knows nothing of 
the species cannot predicate the accidents; and 
no doubt blank ignorance is better than an evil 
imagination. But there is another and a higher 
purity; it is the purity of an informed mind 
which from the sublime heights of science, or 
better far from the depths of union with God in 
the all-pervading sense of His presence, has ac-* 
quired that faculty of viewing subject-matter in 
the abstract which leaves no association of im- 
agination or fancy to drag it down into the lower 
nature and so defile it. The more truly scientific 
a mind becomes the more will it inhabit those 
cool, serene heights of passionless intellect. But 
the first, the truest, the absolutely sure science of 
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theology is the one royal road to the habit of mind 
which can, as it were, stand outside its lower 
nature and contemplate facts and truths in their 
efesential essence divested of human contact or 
defilement; or where both must be recognised, 
can eliminate the law from its abuse and trace 
back the former to the bosom of the Creator ; for 
" to the pure all things are pure." This seems to 
be the faculty which is more and more dying out 
amongst us. 

It is possible that some of the hurry and ab- 
sence of precision and of tenacious research which 
characterise the modern form of mind may be the 
natural result of the sudden rush of new discover- 
ies which have taken us as it were by surprise, 
and carried us off our feet. By degrees it is 
probable we shall, as a race, accept the changes 
in our condition and become gradually adapted 
to the varied forms of life imposed upon us by 
the vast and multiplied combinations which every 
day are extending our power over the external 
world and opening new paths for activity and 
enterprise. Doubtless this power will increase 
rather than diminish, and at the same time take 
less hold upon us in a revolutionary way, and we 
shall lose some of that flurry and excitement 
which now characterise us — much in the way that 
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the young colt of a week old starts no more than 
does the old mare when the engine rushes down 
the railway that skirts the field; and yet when 
railways first began both were alike alarmed. 

But for the present we have lost much of our 
moral and intellectual dignity. Upon such ques- 
tions as interest us we are excited and flurried. 
Those which we do not affect to understand we 
cannot seriously listen to ; and between the 
bustling activity of the first and the listless fri- 
volity of the last it is not an easy task to bring 
forward old truths with new faces, old facts with 
a fresh moral, lest those who listen should persist 
in viewing the question from the wrong side, 
and in taking scandal where no scandal was 
meant. 

We have set ourselves the task of investigating 
the chief attributes of God's government of crea- 
tion, and its uniformity of design in complexity 
of action. To do this we must condescend to the 
primary and natural law which He imposed on our 
world when He called it out of chaos; and we 
must endeavour to explain what were the special 
characteristics of that law, and what light it 
throws upon the attributes of Him who gave it. 

The three chief characteristics which we discover 
in the government of creation are abundance, 
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patience or longanimity, and progression. The 
first command which the Creator uttered over the 
first recorded living and moving creatures of His 
hand was "Increase and multiply." This was 
the initial law of all that we see and know in the 
external world; and as no temporal law or 
material condition exists in God's creation with- 
out its spiritual intention and inner meaning, this 
law is typical of what is beyond sight and belongs 
to the domain of faith. In attempting to define 
that command we find it conveys an impression, 
wider than the heavens and more diffused than 
the ambient air, of generosity, benevolence, and 
paternity. It is the law of " our Father Who is 
in heaven." It beams upon us like the genial 
warmth of the noontide sun. It shadows us like 
the stretching boughs of a great forest perfumed 
with the dews of earth. It was spoken first to 
the products of the water and the denizens of the 
air ; and again it was spoken over the two first 
beings created "after His own image and like- 
ness." 

"Wherever there is life, even life in its lowest 
form — so low that science hesitates to pronounce 
upon it as being life, and stands uncertain how 
to designate evident growth without equally 
evident life (like the unintelligent but absolutely 
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accurate formation of crystals), there, too, the law 
reigns of ^^ increase and multiply." 

Attraction and affinity declare the law and 
carry it on, while repulsion is but the inverse of 
the same; and though for aught we know and 
judging by induction, there is not one molecule 
added on our earth to the original chaotic matter, 
and all reproductions are composed of the same 
elements passing through varied forms and phases, 
nevertheless the same impulse governs all living 
things, and everywhere represents the large, lavish 
benevolence of the God of life. 

The animal creation is the unreasoning and 
innocent embodiment of the law of nature, and 
carries out its mandates unconscious of the why 
and the wherefore; whereas in fallen man the 
law of nature has overlapped the moral law, and 
the latter has become warped by the pressure of 
the former, making all things discordant. As 
abundance is one of the characteristics of the 
natural law, so the modes and forms of its execu- 
tion lie at the very root of creation. The Spirit 
of God, the brooding Dove, moved over the face 
of the waters. The same image of incubation and 
consequently of imparted heat (motion and heat 
being allied as reciprocal cause and eflfect), was in 
the mind of the old Egyptians when they carved 



god's government : abundance. 65 

.a winged world amongst their mystic signs. So 
sacred, so holy, so full of deep-hidden meaning 
was the idea as it lay from all eternity in the 
Divine Mind, that it was through the four 
thousand historic years which preceded the birth 
of the God-Man the mode through which God 
taught the chosen people to expect the Redeemer. 
It became the hope of every maiden to form one 
link in the long chain which was to lead up to 
the Messias* It sanctified all the ties of domestic 
life and made them less a necessity than a high 
moral duty. 

So universal was the sentiment that many, in 
the tenacity of their desire to carry on the holy 
tradition, and too earthly to perceive the sin of 
doing wrong that good might come, thrust aside 
the law of conscience rather than fail in what 
weighed upon them as an overwhelming necessity 
— to continue the natural line — that perhaps they 
too might form one of those from whose loins 
should spring the Saviour of the world. It was 
thus that a dignity was imparted to natural ties 
which surpassed among the Israelites the same 
sentiment among the Gentiles, but which was only 
a foreshadowing of their sacred and sacramental 
character in the Church of God. 

*^ Wisdom is justified by her children ; " and 

E 
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all that God has ordained must reach its ultimate 
perfection in His Church before it can pass into 
another phase. " Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall not pass of the law, till all 
be fulfilled." * 

As all things in creation are by and for Him, 
as all culminate in Him, so when the prophecies 
were accomplished, and Mary, the immaculate 
and virgin daughter of the House of David, had, 
through the operation of the Holy Ghost become 
the Mother of God — the law "increase and 
multiply " having thus ascended to its mystical 
fulfilment and ultimate development — so from 
henceforth did it confer a new and more holy 
character on natural ties by consecrating them as 
the type and image of what is spiritual. 

The one end in view had survived through all, 
despite man's ignorance, infirmity, and sin ; and 
that end once attained, the sinless Mother clasp- 
ing to her bosom the Infant God Who was from 
all eternity as God in the bosom of the Father, 
from that moment all that was human had a new 
and Divine element in it. All creation, all life, all 
we have and are, became in a special way " holy 
to the Lord." " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God ? If any man violate the temple of 

* Matthew v. i8. 
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God, him will God destroy. All things are yours, 
the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come : all are yours : and ye are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's." ^ ' 

Through long centuries man had failed to com- 
prehend, even while he felt, the underlying mystery 
of creation. , He looked on the fair fields of 
nature with undiscerning eyes. He hardly 
guessed at the enigma of the outer world as 
leading upwards to something nobler ; and there- 
fore he dragged the image of God down into the 
mire of his own existence. He even sought the 
Deity in what was below himself, worshipping, 
not men and heroes, but beasts and creeping 
things ; because being dominated by the idea of 
the great and all-pervading force of the laws of 
life and nature, the lower creation presented a 
more simple and abstract image of their potency. 
The idea of the principle of life haunted him like 
a dark and perplexing riddle. Its magnitude 
weighed upon him. Its universality perplexed 
him. He had not the light of truth in its 
plenitude to illumine the dark places of the 
earth. He could only make guesses at the typical 
meaning of creation; and as the whirr of life 
rushed ceaselessly around him without bringing 

* I Corinthians iii. i6, 17, 22, 23. 
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any answer to his questionings, it became a 
relief to embody the idea which obsessed him 
in the obscurity of inarticulate being, as affording, 
if not some solution, at least an absolutely simple 
and vulgar manifestation of the great fact, until 
in his imaginations the very scarabei became 
sacred ; and with inverted moral sense, in lieu of 
seeking for transcendant and pellucid truth in 
what was above him, he dug down into the very 
miseries of his own degradation in his attempt 
to discover the incomprehensible, and that to a 
degree which we cannot pollute these pages by 
describing. 

Thus had man covered over with the veil of 
his iniquities and the thick darkness of his 
ignorance all the sanctities of life, until God 
in His gospel revealed to him that Christ is 
the Head of His Church, as the husband is the 
head of the wife, and placed matrimony among 
the sacraments ; because as a sacrament only is 
it holy to the Lord, and because, as a sacrament, 
it is typical of that highest and most Divine 
union of Christ with His Church — that union 
which is her strength, her inviolability, her 
guarantee, and her ever-enduring and indisput- 
able infallibility.* 

* Ephesians v, 23, 32. 
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How little did poor fallen humanity dream of 
the sanctity and dignity of common life until the 
Church turned the full light of revelation on the 
laws of our being and taught us what those laws 
prefigured in the Eternal Mind ! Not that the 
laws of being were really less awful in their hidden 
sanctity before S. Paul wrote by inspiration that 
astonishing chapter in the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians. They were never in themselves mean, 
miserable, and degraded. It is true the state of 
matrimony only foreshadowed a sacrament; for 
under the old law there were no sacraments in 
the specific sense in which we now use the term 
in the Catholic Church. It was holy under the 
old law, and it may be said to have had a 
sacramental character; and that character was 
the anticipation .of what it was to become when 
it should be raised into one of the seven sacra- 
ments of the Church, and the type of the union 
of Christ with His Church, But at that time man- 
kind was still in darkness. Humanity could not 
earlier receive the expression of the mystery. 
Only the gospel could open their eyes to the full 
understanding of the sacramental principle which 
alone makes life holy, and, oh, sorrowing, suffering 
hearts 1 which alone to you can make it endur- 
able. 
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See how the beneficent thought of God has 
touched all our common lot ! See what flowers 
blossom amid the thorns, what gems of light 
sparkle in the dark ways of life ennobling all, 
beautifying because sanctifying all, and enabling, 
us, while the heavy burden of sorrow, disappoint- 
ment, regrets, and ruined hope, may seem to 
take all the colour out of life and to send us 
back to a treadmill existence and a grey, de- 
spairing twilight, to realise that nothing can 
alter the fact that we are holy to the Lord, and 
that in our daily, hourly lot, as husbands, wives, 
sons, daughters, masters, and servants, we are 
carrying on the ceaseless weaving of that web of 
sacred typical life which has from all eternity 
been in the mind of God as the law of our 
natural being, and in one form or another 
envelops, like the husks of the sweet nut, the 
gradually-ripening sanctity of those who, even in 
this life, are to touch on perfect union with their 
Creator. 

. Can any one seriously doubt that if a greater 
and more hallowed veneration for the laws of our 
natural existence became more general and more 
intense, they would, in their typical and sacra- 
mental character, develop further heights of 
holiness — not as the exceptional ways of a few 
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miraculous saints, but as the table-land of all 
humanity? As it was the hardness of heart 
in the Israelites which compelled Moses to give a 
law of divorce, so may it not be our hardness of 
heart, lessened indeed but not yet melted, which 
leaves us so often such a mere commonplace 
appreciation of natural ties, and thus fails to 
realise in them all that they possess and can 
yield ? 

Jesus is our Father, our Brother, our Friend, 
our Master, and our Spouse. These titles are 
taken from our common life. But the abstract 
idea which these titles express by subdivision 
and restriction dwelt for ever in the mind of 
God as the form and fashion He would give 
to human life in His foreknowledge of the Divine 
Incarnation, for which end solely do all things 
exist. What further thoughts can we need to 
make us tender over our own duties and our own 
condition ? What a noble origin there is for all 
that we are apt to look upon as an encumbrance, 
a failure, a mere unfortunate accident ! Our ties 
enchain us ; then let us hug our chains, and find 
in wearing them "the freedom wherewith Christ 
has made us free." All our life is a God-directed 
education of our souls ; and the fashion of our 
human life is the mould which God has prepared 
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for US each as individuals, save always where 
there is sin or its proximate occasion, or where a 
higher vocation — that sublime infringement of 
the common law — comes to impel the soul to 
forsake all and follow the Divine Spouse. Then 
all else melts before the furnace of Divine love ; 
the intermediate, ordinary steps which lead others 
to God through the sanctities of common life are 
cleared at one bound, and God puts in His claim 
to do what He wills with His own. 

To resume all in a few words : all we see around 
us, from the soil beneath our feet, through the 
vegetable and animal worlds, even to ourselves, is 
the working out of the first law of ^* increase and 
multiply." Consequently this being as we have 
already said, the representative idea of the creation, 
its sacredness lies in that very fact, and dates not 
merely from the new dispensation nor from the 
old, but from the Eternal Mind before creation 
was. We have arrived at the facts which prove 
this representative idea by the aid of natural 
science, of which the old spiritual writers knew 
next to nothing, and who consequently looking at 
nature through the black mists of man's defilement, 
sometimes took distorted views of laws and facts 
the exquisite harmony of which come out in the 
deductions of modern research, and so establish 
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the claim we are now making to the absolute 
beauty and sanctity of all the fashion of human 
existence as leading up by typical forms to spiritual 
truths. The witness of this, like a golden thread 
in the dim web of patriarchal times, may be found 
in the fact that it was the eldest son who officiated 
as the priest of the family, thus blending the 
natural and spiritual by making the former the 
basis of the latter. This was the reason of the 
envy and malice of Joseph's brethren. He was 
not the first-born ; and yet it was for him that 
his father made the sacerdotal coat of many 
colours. Therefore did they dip the coat in the 
blood of a kid, as in mockery of his sacerdotal 
character, given him by his father but not acknow- 
ledged by his brethren. 

Little did they dream that , while in the full 
exercise of their own free-will they gave licence 
to their thoughts of hatred, they were enacting as 
in a type the one great fact of the universe, the 
world's one important history, the tragedy of all 
creation, when He Who, though in His human 
nature He is the younger born of God's children, 
holds and for ever shall hold sacerdotal rank over 
the elder and fallen Adam. 

They who said, " See whether it be thy son's 
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coat or not," * were tte forefathers of those who 
exclaimed, " Let Christ the king of Israel come 
down now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe." t They mocked at the father who claimed 
to have made his younger son the priest of his 
house, and their descendants declared of the great 
Priest of our race that '^ He ought to die because 
He made Himself the Son of God." In both cases 
their pretensions were turned into ridicule and 
treated as a crime. They dipped the sacerdotal 
coat of Joseph in the blood of a kid ; but the 
great High- Priest they covered with His own 
blood, in derision of His claim to be their King 
and their God. And through it all, through the 
good and the evil, the adaptive government of 
God worked out His ultimate designs, turning the 
wickedness of men to His own glory and hiding 
the secrets of His providence beneath the course of 
events, the incidents of common life, the history 
of a people, of a tribe, of a family. We look back 
on the long-drawn-out story and understand some- 
what of the underlying mystery. But while it 
was going on it was but little even guessed at. 
God is unchangeable, the same for ever and ever. 
What He did then does He not do now ? — for His 
Church, His bride, above all. But also for all 

* Genesis zxxvii. 32. f Mark xv. 32. 
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humanity, for all the wide universe according to 
its measure, as it can bear it, when it can receive 
it ; leading on by degrees so slow that to us they 
seem almost imperceptible, but which widen and 
spread like the rings on the surface of the water 
when a stone has been flung into its depths. 

Our range of vision is so narrow, and our know- 
ledge of even the past so limited and full of inac- 
curacies, that we can do little more than guess at 
the manifold unrolling of the Divine intentions. 
We know enough to fill us with hope as to the 
ultimate destiny of all creation," and of our- 
selves as the children of God. We know not the 
future, save faintly as faith reveals it. Even of 
the past we know but dimly and in broken lines. 
To one only of the children of men, as the Holy 
Scripture informs us, was the past fully and 
entirely made known, so far as that was possible 
to a mortal man super naturally sustained to bear 
it. How many in the hallowed, bold, and rash 
moments of inarticulate prayer have ventured in 
their lesser degree to say with Moses, ** Show me 
Thy glory " ! As the thought grows upon us of 
God's wonderful ways and of His unutterable love 
and beneficence, we too long to know with certain 
knowledge something of that Glory which the great 
lawgiver intuitively felt would be at once the 
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knowledge of all and the consummation of every 
desire. " Show me Thy glory." Hear the answer : 
'' Thou canst not see My face : for man shall not 
see Me, and live. Thou shalt stand upon the rock. 
And when My glory shall pass, I will set thee in 
a hole in the rock, and thou shalt see ,My back 
parts : but My face thou canst not see." * And 
thus Moses saw the back parts of Him who is from 
all eternity, through the aperture of time. He 
had revealed to him the far-off intention of crea- 
tion. He looked back, in God, to the time before 
time, "when He had not yet made the earth, nor 
the rivers, nor the poles of the world; when 
Wisdom was with Him forming all things, play- 
ing before Him at all times, playing in the world, 
and whose delights were to be with the children 
of men." f The back parts were beheld by him, 
and even this he could not have endured in his 
feeble flesh had not the Eternal " right hand pro- 
tected him." All that the past could teach him 
in the flash of one moment was then made known 
to him. What floods of light, knowledge, and 
Divine hope and expectation must that wonderful 
backward view have imparted to Moses, the man 
singled out of all mankind to read the past ! But 
even with the strength which knowledge such as 

* Exodus zzziii. 18-23. f Proyerba yiii. 22-36. 
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that must have conferred upon him, still he could 
not see the face of God and live. We are using 
weak human words, because they alone are given 
us. It was the forward look of God which Moses 
could not see and live. It was the unutterable 
Glory that is prepared for us in the future, with 
and through Jesus, that not even the man who 
had conversed with God as man speaks with his 
fellow-man, face to face, could see and live. Its 
stupendous and exceeding brightness would have 
shattered . his being as the flash of lightning 
shatters the oak; even as our. Lord revealed to 
one of His chosen saints that, could she perfectly 
realise His immense love for the souls of n^en, 
that moment of intense joy would snap the frail 
thread of her life with its excessive ecstasy. What 
Moses saw he tells us not. No word escapes him 
of that transcendant vision. He neither tells us 
of its nature nor of its eflFects upon himself. But 
who could marvel if having had it, he was hence- 
forth the meekest of men ? What could ever again 
disturb the serene patience of him who could divine 
so much of the future from having seen all the 
past ? And how impossible it must have been for 
any torments of pride to ruflBle the calm serenity 
of one who was humbled to the very dust by the 
unutterably lavish and surpassing developments 
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of love and grace and glory which his vision of 
the past bade him anticipate in that future which 
even he who had borne to see the past could not 
gaze upon and live ! 

As " the end of all science is contained within 
the end of all theology," so the seeing the glory 
of God would be the knowledge of all history taken 
in its widest and fullest meaning ; for if history 
could be truly written, whether as the life of an 
individual, the history of a nation or of the whole 
world, it would be the unriavelling of the hidden 
providence of God working through all events to 
His own greater glory. The perfect sight is the 
perfect knowledge; and that cannot be obtained 
save through the " light of Glory," which is the 
beatific vision. The perfect knowledge of God 
would be the knowledge of all things, not only of 
all science, but of all facts ; for all are contained 
in Him. The use of our faculties in the acquire- 
ment of knowledge or in its exercise is like the 
gathering up of fragments caught from the skirts 
of His garments as we follow slowly in His mighty 
footsteps ; and the closer we get to Him in our 
patient toil, the brighter is the lustre and the 
sweeter the perfume still left upon these shreds* 
of the Divine passage through the mazes of crea- 
tion and the heaped-up centuries of time. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD's GOVERNMENT — 

LONGANIMITY. 

As a lavish and yet nnwasteful abundance was 
the first condition and eminent characteristic of 
the creation, so is longanimity, or patience, the 
special quality which marks the dealings of God 
with His creatures, in the gradual and long-endur- 
ing' developments of His government. It is the 
quality to which we are most indebted, and yet 
which as regards the history of mankind, we value 
and understand the least. Possibly the fact of 
our own brevity of life, as compared with the 
multitude of thoughts, efforts, and emotions which 
the immortality of our being crowds across the 
narrow limit of time, leaving an impression of 
breathlessness and haste, may put it almost out 
of our power — save as all things are possible by 
the grace of God — to raise ourselves to any ap- 
proximate appreciation of God's long-enduring 
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patience. And this is increased in the minds of 
those who are zealous for God's glory. They chafe 
at the outrages committed against His law ; they 
sicken before the long, dreary aspect of man's 
incredulity and hardness of heart; and the rise 
of a new heresy, the advent of an antipope, or the 
horrors of a French Revolution lead them hastily 
to conclude, and impatiently to wish, that the last 
day may be at hand. Experience is a slow pro- 
cess. At fifty a man only begins to learn the 
great value of life and to look back with marvel 
at the lavish waste of his earlier years. But if to 
the individual the convictions resulting from ex- 
perience are of slow and laborious growth, they 
are still more so to the multitude. Consequently, 
though more than eighteen hundred years have 
come and gone since S. John wrote to his dis- 
ciples, " Little children, it .is the last hour," never- 
theless the pious of all shades of opinion in all 
ages have not been afraid to utter random guesses 
that the end of the world cannot be far oflF, be- 
cause of the wickedness of men. It is indeed 
true, as the Holy Ghost spoke by S. John, that 
it is the *^ last hour." But what does that " last 
hour " mean ? Not surely a literal last hour or 
last day, but a last epoch. The epoch in the 
history of the cosmos before the coming of the 
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Bedeemer — ^that is, before the hypostatic anion 
of a visible, tangible, and real humanity in the 
second Person of the Triune Godhead — was the 
first hour, or the first epoch. The period since 
the Incarnation is the last hour, or the last epoch ; 
because nothing mightier or greater can take place 
than the fact of God taking flesh in the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin. It is the consummation ; it 
is the one great end of all creation. This last 
epoch will have its eras, evolving themselves with- 
in the bosom of the Catholic Church, just as the 
first epoch had its eras in the diverse revelations 
which God made of Himself to man ; and which 
were, if we may use the term without seeming to 
derogate from their unspeakable importance and 
their Divine origin, of a more desultory nature 
than those which are, and shall be, accorded to 
God's spouse, the infallible Church. What is this 
but to say again what we are endeavouring to ex- 
press in every page, namely, that " He who sitteth 
on the white horse went forth conquering, that He 
might conquer ; " * and that God's work ever has 
been, is now, and ever will be a progressive work. 
" Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, Thou most 
mighty. With Thy comeliness and Thy beauty set 
out, proceed prosperously and reign." f When the 

* Apocalypse vi. 2. f Psftlxa zliv. 
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whole of Scripture is teeming with promises of 
future more glorious eras of which ye now see 
only the germ developed here and there in some 
favoured soul, in some special corner of God's vast 
vineyard the Church (for the saints have always 
been men of the future, in advance of their own 
time), is it not a marvel to hear desponding men 
talking as though there were nothing better to be 
hoped for than the end of the world, coming as 
they seem to expect it, like a terrific frost which 
shall nip in the bud all the, as yet, unfulfilled 
promises, and drown the wicked in a deluge of 
flame ! And this we expect and almost desire, 
hoping we ourselves may be saved, but without a 
second thought for God's beautiful earth, which 
He has blessed a thousandfold by His own Divine 
footprints on its surface ; and where He now makes 
His tabernacle in ten thousand churches, waiting 
nay watching, with that ineffable patience of His, 
whose cycles of longanimity we are incapable of 
appreciating ! 

But it is cruel to speak harshly of a few words 
of discouragement falling from the lips of those 
who are weary with vigils waiting for new day- 
light. Only let us learn that the Sun of Right- 
eousness to our perceptions^ as it were sets and 
rises again. We are like children who think 
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when the glorious golden disc has sunk beneath 
the horizon that it is utterly gone and is per- 
haps extinct, while on the contrary the chil- 
dren of another hemisphere are playing in the 
warmth of its beams ; so we see the dark clouds 
of evil hiding from us the light of grace, first in 
one spot, then in another, and we grow downcast 
and impatient. We forget that " not one jot or 
one tittle shall pass of the law till all be ful- 
filled;"* and that our Lord tells us He ^^did 
not come to destroy either the law or the prophets, 
but to fulfil them." Bearing this in mind, let 
our readers take up the Psalms and the Prophets, 
and study with a deliberate faith in the inspired 
words, the promises which concern the future of 
the world under the tent of the Church, the place 
of which tent shall be enlarged that she may 
*' pass on to the right hand and to the left ; and 
inhabit. the [now] desolate cities." t 

It is a want of hope — and let us ever remember 
that hope is a virtue, and not a mere quality or 
faculty of the mind — which leads us to read the 
stupendously sublime promises of God to the 
whole earth in the future of the Church, as so 

* Luke V. 18. 

t See the whole of the 54th chapter of Isaias as well as numerous 
other passages. 
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much beautiful imagery of which a limited 
application manifests itself, from time to time, 
in the partial conversion of some thousands here 
and there over the vast face of the semi-civil- 
ised world, while millions upon millions remain 
heathens, Hindoos, Jews, and Mussulmans. We 
read these glorious utterances of the Scriptures 
with the restrained admiration of one who while 
admiring a poem, makes allowances for the " fine 
frenzy '* of the poet. We take it cum grano salis^ 
and forget that it is the trumpet voice of absolute 
truth; and that it must mean all it says; and 
after the fashion of God's gifts, more than we 
can conceive. This then is what the patience 
and longanimity of God is leading us to. These 
glories which have exhausted the tenderest as 
well as the most powerful utterance of language 
to depict, are the future of the Church when the 
spouse of Christ shall be the mistress of the 
world. S. Paul in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
quoting the eighth Psalm on the high destinies of 
man, says, "Thou hast subjected all things 
under His feet," and adds, " but we see not 
as yet all things subject to Him." Nevertheless 
the delay gave no place for doubt that the promise 
should have an ultimate and complete fulfilment ; 
while he unfolds to us the wherefore of these 
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sublime predictions, the only adequate reason 
why the human race should be crowned with 
glory and honour — the one, sole emphatic cause, 
namely that all creation is in and for the Incar- 
nation ; and that the Incarnation is the basement, 
and the sublime architrave and final coping-stone 
of the whole edifice ; that the creation is for Him 
as entirely as it is by Him, and that man is the 
younger brother of his Redeemer, and shares in 
His inheritance.* 

* We are anzioas not to mislead our readers into any idea that 
we are looking for a time when sorrow can cease even in a measure 
from among mankind, on account of any advance in science or of 
material progress. Sin will last on earth as long as earth endures, 
and suffering necessarily follows. There is no Christianity, col- 
lectiyely or individually, without the Cross. As wayfarers we pass 
ever through the valley of tears, and there is no perfect happiness 
till we have done with this life and with purgatory, and have 
attained to the beatific vision. Neither are man's attainments on 
earth of any intrinsic value, except in so far as, by degrees, they 
minister to the power, the influence, and the dominion of the 
Spouse of Christ, to whom they all virtually belong as part of the 
dower given her by the Divine Bridegroom. The more fully to 
avoid any confusion of thought, we subjoin an account of the 
Millenarians who fell into the error of expecting a temporal reign 
of Christ and a thousand years of human felicity. 

In the second and third ages of the Church arose a sect called 
Millenarians, who believed that at the end of the world Jesus 
Christ would return to earth and establish a temporal kingdom for 
a thousand years, in which the faithful would enjoy a temporal 
felicity while awaiting the last judgment, and a more perfect 
happiness in heaven. The origin of this opinion lay with certain 
converted Jews who, retaining their notions of temporal prosperity, 



86 THE ETEBNAL YEARS. 

We have already spoken of the indirect and 
adaptive government of God ; of ^^ the government 
which He condescends to -administer in His vrorld 
through the moral and physical activity with 
which He has endowed mankind." We have 
shown that the representative law of creation is 
" increase and multiply." We now come to the 
fact that since the Fall the corollary of that law 
is labour and toil. The earth from henceforward 
brought forth thorns and thistles ; in other words, 
on all sides obstacles and difficulties met the 
advancing steps of the discrowned lord of creation. 
Speaking according to' the eternal decrees of God, 
and not accprding to their manifestation through 

read the figurative, expressions in the prophecies of Isaias and 
Ezechiel on the future reign of the Messiah in a literal sense. 
They anticipated in the second coming of Christ that glory and 
those delights which had been wanting in the first. Cerinthus 
and his disciples embraced this carnal Millenarianism. Papias, 
Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia, lent a somewhat more elevated 
sense to this view. Giving too literal an interpretation to the 
mysterious passage in the Apocalypse, where it is said ** the just 
shall rise and reign a thousand years with the Lord/' he imagined 
a temporal reign, but apart from pleasures of sense and accom- 
panied by purely spiritual joys. Thus purified the notion was 
adopted by some few of the Fathers. The larger number combated 
it. Baronius asserts that this error was condemned in a council 
held in 373 by Pope Damasus against ApoUinarius. Since the 
fifth century it has been unanimously rejected ; the pietists alone 
maintaining it. See *'La Dictionnaire Universel, des H^r^sies " 
par TAbb^ Gugot. 
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time, we should say that the younger and fallen 
sons of God had to reconquer the world they were 
given to reign over, as the elder Son of God, He 
Who is from all eternity, has in consequence of the 
same Fall, to reconquer the kingdom of grace in 
the souls of men, step by step, destroying the 
thorns and thistles with which our unbelief and 
iniquity tear and rend His bleeding feet ! There 
is God's work going 6n in the material world, 
and there is God's work going on in the spiritual 
world. And what we want to do is to persuade 
our readers not so constantly to put the two in 
opposition, as though while the progress of 
grace is exclusively God's work, material progress 
were quite as exclusively man's work — to say 
nothing of those who hold it to be the devil's 
work. 

When the three Persons of the ever-blessed 
Trinity said, ^' Let us make man," it was with 
the expressed intention that he should have 
dominion over the whole earth — ^^ universce terrcey 
That constitution of man as the lord of creation 
was not annulled when man fell. It is true that 
it became a dominion he had to contest with the 
beasts of the forest, who were originally to have 
been his willing slaves ; with the thorns and 
thistles that ever since bar his passage ; and with 
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the convulsions of nature, to the secret harmonies 
of which he had lost the key ; while the angelic 
guardians of the cosmos could not hold intercourse 
with him in his degraded state, for although 
they be " ministering spirits," they are so in 
secret only, until the time shall come for their 
promised mission upon earth. Nevertheless man 
was a monarch still, though a fallen monarch. 
Or rather we should say that as redeemed man, 
he is God's viceroy ; and in that character is 
reconquering the material world, that as the 
ages roll on the Church the spouse of Jesus 
may " lengthen her cords and strengthen her 
stakes." * 

Materialism is no necessary consequence of 
material progress. Scientific discovery whether 
as regards the solar system, the dynamic forces, 
chemical affinities, or the properties of the world's 
flora, the habits of its fauna and the uses to which 
all these may be put, — next to the development 
of theological truth of which in a certain sense, 
as will one day be proved, it is the correlative — 
is the highest gift of God. It is simply man's 
fulfilment of his second and inferior mission upon 
earth. His first mission, or rather his vocation, 
is to save his soul from sin, and to live in union 

* Isaias liy. 2. 
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with his God. His second is to fill the one spot, 
be it wide or narrow, which G-od has assigned him 
in the creation with all the faculties of his mind 
and intellect. It may be a very small, a scarcely 
discernible spot that he occupies ; but in his degree 
he too has to conquer his territorial inch and 
govern in the creation, though he do so but as a 
shepherd or a ploughman. We are conscious as we 
write this of all that may be said in disparage- 
ment of material progress, of the luxury it leads 
to, of the rapid propagation of false opinions, evil 
literature, and irreligious thought ; or of the in- 
creased facilities for the wholesale slaughter of 
mankind in modern warfare. No wonder the 
pure-minded shrink in dismay from much that 
material progress appears to be producing in the 
world, and that timid souls are led to believe that 
such progress not only is not God's work, but (if 
we may make this] distinction) is also not His 
intention. We would entreat all such to take 
courage from a few considerations which will lay 
before them their error in principle, and also give 
them a wider view of God's merciful designs in 
His own creation. 

First, it may be assumed that as the Almighty 
has not abdicated His providential government of 
the world in favour of the powers of darkness, 
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therefore no great and wide-spread movement 
takes place amongst the children of men without 
its having an ultimate end for good. We do not 
believe that evil is to win the day. We utterly 
refuse to give credit to those who look upon the 
Lord of Hosts as vanquished in the end, and upon 
the personal Lucifer, and the principle of evil 
which he embodies and represents, as going off 
the field with a crowd of prisoners who^will far 
outnumber the armies of the Lord. This despond- 
ing about the triumphs of grace is the residuum 
of Protestantism. It is the melancholy of sectar- 
ianism. It is not in accordance with the teaching 
of the Church ; she who is forever lifting up her 
eyes unto the hills- from whence cometh her help. 
The Church which is built on the Incarnation, 
which is fed with the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and 
which owns as her queen the Woman " clothed 
with the sun," " terrible as an army with 
banners," does not limit her hopes to a few sheep 
scattered in the wilderness, but knows that the 
^^ cattle on a thousand hills " also belong to her 
Lord and Master. 

We have no wish to palliate the evil which dogs 
the footsteps of modern progress. We see that 
like the huge behemoth, it tears down many a 
sacred barrier, many a hallowed landmark with 
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its gigantic strides, and we mourn with our 
mother the Church and with all the body of the 
faithful, over the souls that perish in the fray. 
But not even for this is it possible to doubt the 
ultimate designs of God's providence in making 
all work together for good. 

Good works through evil, not as its instrument 
but as its vanquished enemy ; and material and 
scientific progress is so certainly a good in itself 
that it arises from and forms part of the develop- 
ment of man's original destination as being lord 
over the creation. It is the necessary result of 
that ; consequently it is a fulfilment of God's will. 
As to its fatal or at least deleterious moral effects 
on individuals, or even for a time on the multitude, 
this is but the weaving of the dark woof into the 
web of man's existence which is the result of 
man's estrangement from God, but which neither 
in this nor in any other form will be allowed 
ultimately to defraud the Almighty of His glory 
by turning a relative and much less a positive 
good, into positive evil. We see the beginning, 
we do not see the end, save by the eyes of faith 
and trust in the goodness of God. We are look- 
ing out on the world through the small aperture 
of time, our own limited time, our own individual 
brief life, and thus we see all the present evil, 
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and but little and occasionally nothing, of the 
future good. But surely as Christians we are 
bound to believe that no waves of thought or 
sentiment, and no sustained and wide-spread 
effort of any kindy take possession of mankind 
without a special beneficial intention of God's 
providence, and without a distinct and absolute 
good being their ultimate result. We bow our 
heads to the storm of the elements ; we accept 
the flood and the hurricane, and even the pesti- 
lence, as coming by the permission of our heavenly 
Father and as in some way working for good. 
And shall we behold the moral and intellectual 
activity of man scanning the high heavens, search- 
ing the deep bosom of the earth, snatching from 
nature her most hidden secrets; seeking the 
principles of life and the occult laws of develop- 
ment and progression ; shall we watch wonderingly 
the strange, new, and pathetic tenderness with 
which men are beginning to appreciate and in- 
vestigate the whole world of creation inferior to 
themselves, but holding perchance in its silent 
and patient existence secrets important to us — 
shall we behold all this while our hearts burn 
within us, and not intimately and intensely 
believe that God is carrying on His work, while 
man seems only to be following his own free will 
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in the exercise of his intellect ? Let us be larger 
hearted and more trusting with our God ; nor for 
a moment suppose that the reins of government 
have fallen from His hands, or that passing evil 
will not terminate in greater good. The darkest 
hour is ever the one before the dawn. Doubtless 
when the eagles of Rome sped victorious over the 
vast and crowded plains of the Gaul and the 
Frank, there were gentle spirits left at home who 
having kept themselves pure by the undiscerned 
aid of the grace which our Heavenly Father never 
refuses to men of good will, grieved that the 
corruption of Soman luxury should infiltrate its 
poison into the simple lives of the semi-barbarous 
and valorous nations. And yet but for these 
victorious eagles what would the world be now ? 

God brings good out of evil; and though 
material progress is seldom a real advantage at its 
first advent, yet when the moral excitement of its 
early possession has subsided, when the ever- 
living, ever-penetrating spirit of God has gradu- 
ally through the poor human instruments He 
condescends to use, claimed all that man can 
know, do, or acquire, as belonging to Himself in 
the great scheme of creation and redemption, then 
by slow degrees perhaps, but by sure ones, the 
evil gives way to good. It rests with us to hasten 



94 THE ETERNAL YEARS. 

the appropriation of all that men call progress, 
gathering into Peter's net the large and the small 
fishes ; for it is all ours. As children of the 
Church to us alone does the world belong in the 
ultimate and supreme sense. It is our fault if 
we are not more rapidly converting the raw mate- 
rial which is swept to our feet, into increments of 
God's glory. It rests with the Church in her 
children to make what the world calls progress 
become a real pi'ogress. 

There is no real progress without a fixed prin- 
ciple as its basis and starting-point. And that 
Christianity alone can give ; and chiefly Chris- 
tianity in its only full and perfect form, the 
Catholic Church. The moral law is the first 
law, and material progress is not a real gain until 
it be married to the moral law. The immediate 
consequence of material progress is to increase 
wealth ; and the immediate result of increased 
wealth is a doubtful benefit. While the wealth 
remains in the hands of the few the gulf between 
rich and poor is widened, and animosities in- 
creased. When first it percolates into the lower 
strata of society for the time it exercises thereon 
a demoralising effect ; the tendency of a vast deal 
of material progress, and of its resulting modern 
institutions and modern customs^ being to sap 



god's government : LONGANIMITY. 9 5 

real happiness, and substitute a fictitious excite- 
ment based on wealth and luxury. We are thus 
forever eating the fruit of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil. The bitter and the sweet 
will grow together till God shall part them. But 
the evolutions of the eternal years gradually re- 
conquer the crude materials to the cause which 
must ultimately triumph ; and as the spirit of 
God moves over the face of the troubled waters 
the discordant social elements fall into place, and 
a further degree of the real, true, moral progress 
of mankind is found to harmonise with the mater- 
ial progress that man was so proud to have gained, 
and which when he did so was but the coarse 
though precious ore which waited to be purified in 
the crucible of the Divine law. 

Is there any sane man now living who really 
regrets the invention of printing ? We have heard 
the project of a railroad in China deprecated by a 
zealous friend to truth. It will carry our mer- 
chandise ; but will it not also carry our priests ? 
We remember when men said murders would in- 
crease because London was to be lit with gas I 
Do these sincere-hearted men really think that 
man is working out solely his own will, and that 
an evil will, in all this heavy tramp of material 
progress through God's world ? Is not man ful- 
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filling his destiny of conquering the world; and 
when he has done his part, albeit done too often 
in blind and arrogant ignorance, will not the 
rightful owner of the vineyard come and claim the 
whole as His own ? 

It is impossible for us to be slack in the exer- 
cise of any one virtue without the omission 
affecting the whole of our inner and spiritual life. 
If we allow our hope to sink low it is certain to 
affect our faith ; and if our faith, then also our 
love. Nor should we forget that it is " according 
to our faith that it shall be done unto us.'* We 
are not seconding God's precious intentions to- 
wards us so long as we are taking a desponding, 
narrow, and unaspiring view of what are likely to 
be His intentions as regards the future of His 
creation; and all despising of that creation, all 
holding cheap the law, the order, the beauty, and 
the uses of the material creation, arises from an 
inadequate sense of the mystery of the Incarnation, 
of the Verbum caro factum which is the one sole 
final reason of all we see and of all that exists. 
Once raise the inferior questions of nature, of 
science, and of art up to that level, and we shall 
find that the doing so imparts a certain balance to 
all our thoughts, and diffuses a peaceful looking 
forward and a calm endurance of present ills which 
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are morally what the even pulse and the vigorous 
strength are physically to the man in perfect 
health. He is as free from the excitability of 
fever as from the lassitude of debility; he is a 
sane man. 

There is another point from which we can view 
the material progress of the world with hopeful- 
ness, as helping to work out the future in a sense 
favourable to the Church ; and this point comes 
under the head of what we have called God's 
adaptive government of His creation. It is cer- 
tain that the progress of civilisation develops the 
natural characteristics of the various races of 
mankind, and that the history of the Church re- 
veals how the Providence of God makes use of 
the characteristics of race— as He does of every- 
thing else — for the building up and development 
of the Church, and of truth by her. The life and 
death of Our Lord having been accomplished in 
the chosen land among the chosen people, the 
infant Church was speedily transplanted from the 
shadow of Mount Calvary to the City on the Seven 
Hills. Judea was her cradle, but Rome was to 
witness her adolescence. The two leading char- 
acteristics of the Latin race were necessary to 
her growth; for the Latins were the conquerors 

and lawgivers of the world, and the pioneers of 

g 
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the future. She was borne on the wings of the 
Eoman eagles. She followed in the footsteps of 
the victorious legions, and as Eome and Time went 
on with devouring steps, she caught the conqueror 
and the conquered both in her mystic net, and 
reigned among the Latin-Celtic races. Rome was 
the world's lawgiver. The Latin geniiis is essen- 
tially legislative and authoritative. Subtlety, 
accuracy, and lucidity were the necessary human 
elements for the outward expression of the Divine 
truth which the Church carried in her bosom ; for 
Catholic theology is a certain science, admitting 
of fuller developments as " things new and old " 
are brought forth from her treasured store, but 
never making one step too far in advance of 
another throughout her rhythmical progress. 
These human elements resided essentially in the 
Latin mind and in the Latin tongue, which has 
ever been the language of the Church ; and which, 
the Church having consecrated it to her own 
purposes, became what we popularly call a dead 
language so far as concerns the shifting scenes 
and fluid states of man's mortal life; she laid her 
hand upon it and it sublimated beneath her 
touch, and was consecrated to her use, beyond all 
changing fashion or wavering sense. The dying 
Roman Empire involuntarily bequeathed it to her ; 
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and the language of the great lawgivers of the 
world became that of the Church, and only on 
her lips is a living language to this hour. The 
Latin people were the fountain of law : the prin- 
ciple of law and the love of law lay in them as an 
hereditary gift. Thus were they as a race specially 
adapted to become the framers of the Church's 
canon law, of her discipline, and of her glorious 
ritual ; each phrase of which is the crystallisation 
of a theological truth, a fragment from the Eock 
of Peter, but perfect in itself and homogeneous 
with all the rest 

In letters of red and gold she wrote that 
marvellous ritual, the least part of which embodies 
a symbolic act relating to the things that are 
eternal. There is not a word that is not signifi- 
cative, there is not a line that does not seem 
caught from the traditions of the nine choirs of 
angelic ministers. As full of mystery as of 
practicality, beautiful, graceful, and complete, it 
runs through all the life of the Church like the 
veins through the living body, and carries order 
and harmony into every low mass in the village 
church, through high pontifical ceremonials, and 
within the silent gates of cloistered orders where 
consecrated men and women daily and hourly enact 
and represent the drama of the Church. 
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The same genius runs through all the com- 
ponent parts ; and that genius belonged to the 
race to whom was consigned the laying of the 
Church's foundations, and the raising of the 
edifice. Thus there exists, besides the Divine 
integrity of the whole, a certain human con- 
sistency which humanly speaking, is the conse- 
quence of the work having been put into the 
hands of the race that was naturally adapted to 
eflfect it Now as the ways of God are necessarily 
always consequent — that is, consistent with each 
other, moving in harmony and working through 
law — it is not a vain presumption to imagine 
that as He has constituted different races with 
different characteristics, so it is His intention to 
make use of each and all in the fuller develop- 
ments of His Church, 

" Other sheep I have that are not of this fold ; 
them also must I bring," The words were 
spoken in Jerusalem while the Latin race was 
lying in the blind pride of paganism, and the 
Celtic races were only recently being hewn out of 
the darkness of their far-off life by the swords of 
the conquering nation. Surely it is one of those 
words the fulfilment of which is not complete. 
There are other races waiting to bring into the 
vineyard the tools that their native genius has 
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put into their hands. As the Church through the 
Latin race has formed her external, congregational, 
hierarchical, and authoritative position, and has 
crowned the whole in the last Vatican Council by 
the definition of the dogma of the Infallibility, 
laying thereby the keystone that locks the perfect 
arch, so now the Teutonic Saxon races, the people 
of individuality, of complete inner life combined 
with vast exterior activity and resistless energy, 
will be brought forth in God's providence to carry 
out the law of liberty which is the correlative of 
the law of individuality. 

God speaks to the individual soul through His 
organ the Church, through her sacraments, down 
to her least ceremony, and through her authority. 
Nor have we any absolute test and security that it 
is His voice we hear and no delusion of our own 
except as we are in harmony with her authority. 
All may be a mistake save what is in accordance 
with the one infallible voice. But nevertheless 
it is to the individual soul that God speaks, and 
not to the masses as such. God leads each soul 
separately and individually apart, and there is no 
real religion that is not the secret intercourse, the 
hidden communion of the solitary soul, alone with 
God. Every human soul has its secret with God ; 
a secret of love, or a secret of hatred, or of avoid- 
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ance. God penetrates our souls through the 
sacraments of the Church; but past the sacra- 
ments, and as the result of the sacraments, there 
must grow up the continued, sustained, and ever 
more and more habitual presence of God in the 
soul, before we arrive at that state for which the 
Church and the sacraments are but the means to 

• 

an end — thouo^h a Divine means — before we attain 
to the promise, " We will come to him and make 
our abode with him." * 

Nothing less -than this is the promise of God, 
and should be the object of man. The Church in 
her sacraments and ordinances is the one author- 
ised and infallible way to bring about this blessed 
union. But unless that be accomplished, all the 
outward devotions that saints or confraternities, 
that individuals or congregations, ever devised 
and poured into the Church's lap like handfuls of 
flowers, will be to those who rest in them as 
fading as flowers, and as sure to be swept away 
and burned when the fire comes that shall try 
every man's work of what sort it is. The dying 
to self — not as man's restrictions can produce 
its outward semblance, but as God's working 
in the soul joined to our good will can alone 
effect it — and the consequent union with Him 

* John xiv. 23. 
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whose Divine Spirit rushes in wherever we make 
room for Him to come, is the one sole object 
of all that the Church gives us and does for 
us ; of all the barriers she erects, of all the 
gardens she plants, of all her discipline and her 
ceremonial. It is the only living reality. It 
was so with the saints of all ages and nations. 
They valued all in proportion as by its use they 
killed self and put the living God instead ; and 
they valued it no more. Low down in the soul 
the deep pulsation of the thought of God ruling 
all our actions from the least to the greatest, this 
is what our dear Lord demands of us in every 
communion we make ; this is what His Church 
intends in all her teaching. This alone will 
hasten the reign of the Holy Ghost, when God 
'' will pour His Spirit on all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 
see visions." * In other words,- the gates of the 
supernatural world shall be thrown open, not to a 
rare and scanty few, but to all to whom "it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God." t 

We seem to have wandered from our subject ; 
but it is not so. We were writing of the future 

* Joel ii. 28. t Mark iv. 11. 
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development of the Church through the different 
characteristics of different races, as instruments 
in God's hands in the working of His adaptive 
government ; and this has led us to describe the 
necessity of the inner life of the soul with God, 
because the Teutonic and Saxon races are the 
people with whom the tendency to a deep inner 
life is a natural peculiarity. They are more self- 
contained, self-reliant, reserved and recollected 
than the versatile Latin races ; and though none of 
these characteristics necessarily lead to a spiritual 
inner life of any form — that being a free grace 
from God — they are the apt instruments for grace 
to make use of in producing a certain form. They 
are therefore, those to whom we may look for the 
next important era in the Church's history ; when 
all the vast and complicated edifice of her hier- 
archy being complete, she has to expand the fuller 
development and deeper utterance of her inner life 
in individual souls; and that no longer as an 
occasional glorious phenomenon of grace, but as 
spread over a vast area, as influencing whole 
peoples, and as becoming the sustained life of 
Christianity. Law and Liberty in one ; the ^' free- 
dom wherewith Christ hath made us free." 

We were also speaking of material progress ; 
and these same Teutonic Saxon races are the races 
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who are specially extending it throughout the 
world. We have endeavoured to show that in 
material progress man is achieving his secondary 
mission of exercising dominion over the whole 
creation. Thus we find that, having in His 
wonderful providence united the two character- 
istics of strong individuality and vehement activity 
in certain races, God has prepared for the future 
of the Church, when inner spiritual life shall be 
more diffused, an era when the Spirit of God will 
take possession of all that man can know, do, or 
acquire as belonging to Himself, " and through 
Him to His Church, in the great scheme of creation 
and redemption," And thus material progress 
will be assimilated to the welfare of the Church ; 
and the stones will be turned into bread — not in 
the sense of the arch-deceiver who claims all 
material progress as his own region, but united 
with " the word that proceedeth from the mouth 
of God ; " "^ the material sanctified by the spiri- 
tual, when all shall be ^' holy to the Lord," 

The inaccuracy of the popular, as distinguished 
equally from the Catholic and the rationalistic 
view of the importance of matter, and of material 
progress which is the march of man's conquest 
over matter, arises chiefly from the imperfect 

* Matthew iv. 3, 4. 
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manner in which we realise the universal Presenc 
of God. Many among us can look back with 
distinct recollection to the time when a mothe 
first announced to us the great truth that God i 
everywhere. With the unfailing practical sens 
of childten, we probably began to individualise 
certain familiar objects with the query was He 
there — in this table, in that flower, in my living 
hand, in the pen I hold ? And the bewilderment 
of immensity crept over us as we tried to grasp 
the thought of the great universal Presence. 

As in later years theological questions opened 
upon us — the mysteries of our faith, the angelic 
choirs, the army of saints aud martyrs, the Incar- 
nation, and the localisation of the Eucharistic 
Presence in the Blessed Sacrament — many of us 
have gradually dropped the more intense sense of 
God's omnipresence. It probably was more accur- 
ately felt by the Old Testament saints than by 
any, except saints, under the new law. It is not 
that we have lost sight of the truth that He sees, 
hears, and knows each one of us, always and 
everywhere ; but we forget that He fills all space, 
and that He is in all things. It is a remarkable 
fact that the very lowest, the least theological and 
dosrmatic of all heathen beliefs, where all are a 
jargon of error, is nevertheless the faint reflection 
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of this truth. We allude once more to the an- 
imism of the lower savage races, which lends a 
spiritual presence even to inanimate and inorganic 
matter. To them God is everywhere and in every 
thing ; so that to them no thing exists disconnected 
from a spiritual presence as abiding in it, and that 
not in the pantheistic form of many gods, but as 
all matter holding an occult spirit, which is the 
same spirit in each substance. But there it ends; 
a blind creed, which does not even go the length 
of acknowledging a personal Deity or a Divine 
providence. None the less is it founded on a 
truth which often slips out of our consciousness 
while we are occupied with the more familiar 
articles of our faith. Let us examine how this 
great truth, as we hold it in its fulness and com- 
pleteness, may be brought to bear on the question 
now before us of the value of the Cosmos, of the 
status of matter, and of the fact that it is the 
indirect revelation, even as the Incarnation is the 
direct revelation of God — Jesus Christ the God- 
Man being the mediator between the creature and 
his Creator. 

First, let us bear in mind that no cause can act 
where it is not virtually present by its power, even 
if not actually present in its individuality. And 
this law has its correlative in the spiritual world. 
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I influence you only so far as I touch you. I shall 
have written in vain unless these pages are pre- 
sented to your sight. If I were speaking to you 
with my living voice I could only reach the hearts 
of those who heard me. To all the rest I am dead ; 
and they are dead to me. This is the moral side 
of the question, as between man and man. 

Let us suppose I push forward a ball. It is a 
force emanating from me which sets the ball in 
motion. But the effect of my force does not cease 
with my touch. My force it is true remains in 
myself; but I have produced a momentum or 
energy by it in the ball, which endures in proportion 
to the force I put forth ; and the ball only ceases 
to roll when the momentum my touch imparted is 
expended, or when some counter-force arrests it. 
But whence comes my force which gave the 
momentum ? Solely from '' Him in whom we live, 
and move, and are." He is our motive power. 
Every act of ours is formed out of His force, equally 
whether we are acting according to His will or 
against it. We are not in saying this denying the 
existence of created forces. We are only maintain- 
ing that created forces are enduring impressions 
and actualities resulting from uncreated Force. 
They are the laws stamped upon creation by Him 
who is the Source of law. We have said that 
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causes can act only where they are actually or 
virtually present. But it is a great fact that in the 
material world there is no such thing as absolute 
material contact. Whatever fluid, or whatever 
substance we select, the limpid air or hard iron, 
in all each infinitesimal molecule dwells solitary 
and apart; and crush them together as we may 
there is still a space between, Now theology 
teaches us that God is nearer to ns than we are 
to ourselves. The Divine contact is closer on our 
bodies and our souls than the molecules of our 
bodies are to each other. Thus the most true and 
absolute contact is the presence of God. Whether 
in ourselves, or in the vast universe around us, the 
action of forces is God making Himself felt. Force 
is the abiding touch of the Qui Estj of pure 
absolute Being, on the material world — not as 
coercing our liberty ; not as running counter to, 
or necessarily superseding created forces and the 
activity of creatures, but actually as the capital 
(if we may so express it) upon which we uncon- 
sciously draw for the outward use of our latent 
liberty, for the potential exercise of our virtual 
activity, and for the exhibition of natural laws 
and created forces. God is not in us, nor in the 
worlds around us as He is in Himself, in His own 
necessary existence. But He is everywhere in His 
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effects. And the moment He were to cease to be 
anywhere (were such a thing possible) the whole, 
or the part, would fall away into nothingness. The 
created forces and the creature's activity would 
cease to be if the Uncreated Force withdrew. 
Nevertheless, our act is distinct from the uncreated 
force. God and our act, are not one. Created 
force and the Uncreated are not one. And 
yet it is only by dependence on the very 
energy of the latter that the former comes into 
being. 

The ball I have set in motion will cease to roll 
when the momentum I imparted is exhausted. 
My force, or rather its result, will cease to act ; it 
is a limited and a borrowed force. But so tong 
as the ball moves it is indebted to my force for 
its momentum, which had lasted longer had my 
force been greater. But the Divine Force is 
Almighty, is always absolute, and is unlimited. 
Consequently it never fails, it is never inadequate 
to the foreseen result, and it never waxes less at 
any moment in any direction. 

All around us we hear a vain clamour about 
an immutable law that governs nature, while the 
great Primary Cause has withdrawn Himself from 
all interference ! 

We hear of blind forces which spring from 
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nowhere, and hurry us on without any guide save 
themselves. We repeat it — law and force are 
not God ; but God is both law and force. There 
is no motion without a motive power ; and there 
is no motive power which can act at a virtual dis- 
tance from its object. And thus God, Who is law 
and force, is upon us, within us, around us ; and 
within all, always, and throughout space. There 
are mutations and diversities in the exhibitions 
of God's force, according to His Divine will; 
but there is never anywhere any cessation of 
it. And there never will be ; for if there 
were He would contradict Himself, and that is 
impossible. 

This then is what matter is as viewed in its 
transcendental sense. It is the exponent of the 
Being of God to the angels and to us. It is 
not the exponent of Himself to Himself. That 
is the eternal generation of the Son in His own 
Bosom; the second Person of the Trinity, the 
Divine Logos. And the Incarnation of the eter- 
nally-begotten Son in the womb of the ever-blessed 
Virgin Mother is the blending of this double ex- 
ponent of His Being; for it is the Word made 
flesh; it is Gk>d clothing Himself in the matter 
of His own creation, and dwelling amongst 
men. 
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Could matter be more beautiful than this ? 
Can we say more in its praise ? And could any 
reflections lead us further from the notions of 
materialism, or draw us nearer to God ? 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD's GOVERNMENT 

PROGRESSION. 

If the preceding considerations have at all suc- 
ceeded in imparting to our minds a right view of 
the importance of matter, not solely in its own 
nature but in the spiritual world and in the 
developments which the spiritual world only 
arrives at through the medium of matter, we shall 
find we hold the key to many mysteries, and are 
walking at liberty in a world of marvels. 

So far as we are able to judge, and aided 
by all that science can discover, we have every 
reason to believe that the act of creation is com- 
plete, and that no more material is needed to work 
out the ultimate intentions of the Divine Being. 
Certain races of animals have become extinct, 
and all races have probably been modified more 
or less by external influences of climate and food. 
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Probably many have all but changed their nature 
since they first sprang into being ; as they will 
do once more when the lion and the lamb shall 
lie down together.* But whether or no this be 
so, it would be rash to imagine that new creations 
of hitherto unexisting fauna or flora are ever to 
be given to the great Cosmos. There is nothing 
to prove that such is the case ; and there is a 
vast amount of facts pointing to the opposite 
conclusion.-j* Moreover, the completeness of crea- 
tion is the grander idea of the two, and the 
most like the ways of God, especially when we 
consider that the existence of matter is only as a 
means to an end; and that end accomplished, 
why should there be any further increase of what 
makes up the material world ? We will therefore 
put aside all idea of its being subject to either 
increase or deqrease, while we dwell upon the fact 
that it is subject to mutations of the most diverse 
and subtle nature. It is true we are told there 
shall be new heavens and a new earth. But every- 
thing, even the preliminary fact that the " ele- 
ments will melt with heat " and all things be 

* Always supposing this expression to mean anything further 
than as denoting peace in the Church, 
t Ecclesiastes iii. 14, 15. 
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dissolved, points to renewal, but not to extinc- 
tion; for we know practically that dissolution, 
whether by heat or any other force, is not 
extinction in any case, but only change of form. 
The new earth is to be one in which ^^ justice 
dwelleth." * But even on this earth we have 
evidences of the sanctification of matter by its 
contact with spiritual things. 

We have it first in the relics of the saints, 
to which not only a sacred memory is attached, 
but actual supernatural gifts emanate from them, 
because they have become holy to the Lord ; 
because they had, while still in life, so frequently, 
or rather so effectively, come in direct contact 
with the Eucharistic Sacrifice, with the Body and 
Blood of Him Who, in taking flesh and feeding 
us thereon, brought God to us and dwelt within 
us. But the saints are rare ; and the example, 
therefore, derived from their relics is an excep- 
tional one. There are other examples of the way 
in which the living influence of the faith has 
changed mankind, through the ages of history by 
hereditary transmission. 

It has been remarked that while Rome still 
remained pagan there nevertheless existed other 

* 2 Peter ii. 10-13. 
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seatiments, and as it were another atmosphere, 
caught from the presence of Christianity, even 
while Christianity was ignored or persecuted. The 
pagan spirit was essentially worldly. How could 
it be otherwise ? Poverty made a man ridiculous ; 
and ridicule is the beginning of contempt. Chris- 
tian charity and compassion had no pagan coun- 
terpart until Christian example gave rise to the 
notion that it was a wise and good thing to feed 
the hungry and care for the orphan. Long be- 
fore the reign of the first Christian emperor the 
pagan Roman heart, catching some warmth from 
the celestial fire which burnt unseen in the 
widely-extended Christian population, began to 
form institutions which faintly reproduced Chris- 
tian charity ; but this was the influence of mind 
over mind. 

What is a far more remarkable fact is the 
gradually-developed influence of generations of 
Christian ancestors over the mere natural instincts 
of humanity. How much do we not owe to the 
fact that we descend from a mainly Christian 
stock 1 What sweet domestic ties, what calm, 
heaven-reflecting pools of life, do we not enjoy — 
not owing to our own personal graces, but because 
grace, in a greater or less degree, has, though may 
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be with grave exceptions, presided over the rise 
and growth for centuries of those who have pre- 
ceded us. 

When St. Jerome wrote to the youthful daugh- 
ter of his beloved penitent Paula, as the former 
was about to dedicate herself to God in a virgin 
and secluded life, a very large and most emphatic 
portion of his instructions is taken up with ex- 
posing to her the difficulties she will meet with 
in preserving an essential virtue, and the extreme 
measures she, a maiden of seventeen, must resort 
to as a guarantee against temptation. To what 
save to the blessed effects of centuries of a more 
or less Christian ancestry, do we owe the blessed 
fact that whereas to any young girl now entering 
religion her Christian parents and her priestly 
adviser would fill hours with counsels about holy 
poverty, obedience, and the conquest of her own 
will, hardly one word would be breathed about 
any imminent peril to a virtue which she only 
thinks of in its highest religious sense, because 
she has never even dreamt that it could practically 
be in danger ? The very flesh has been purified 
and chastened by centuries of grace. The human 
instincts have been almost unconsciously raised 
to a higher level ; and evil as the world may yet 
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be, we habitually entertain angels unawares. Thus 
does the longanimity of God wait with ever-slack- 
ening step through the long ages of time, while 
grace permeates slowly the few but ever-increasing 
willing hearts, sanctifying soul and body equally 
and together ; for ^* the Lord dealeth patiently 
for your sake, not willing that any should 
perish." He deals patiently with the world for 
the sake of the Church, patiently with the wicked 
for the sake of the good, and because the good 
are not good for themselves alone ; they yield a 
perfume of which they are not conscious, but 
which attracts others to them ; and if but the ten 
righteous men can be found, the city will be 
spared ! 

We often hear allusions made to the destructive 
work of time, to the ruin of nations, and the ob- 
literation of vast and crowded cities ; and writers 
of the day indulge in sensational reflections upon 
the future fate of the peoples and homes of modern 
days. We are all acquainted with the New 
Zealander who is to sit amid the ruins of London. 
But those who speak and write in this sense have 
in their minds the fate of heathen nations and 
pagan cities in the first hour or epoch of the 
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world's existence, before tlie accomplishment of 
the mystery of the Incarnation — that is, before 
God dwelt upon earth to reconquer by His pre- 
cious blood and sweat of agony His kingdom 
among men. But as Christians we cannot believe 
that Christian nations, however imperfect in their 
Christian practice, will ever be cast out, root and 
branch, and the ploughshare pass over their 
hearths and His altars as over Nineveh and Trov, 
as over the Etruscan cities and the pleasure-loving 
Roman towns of Southern Italy. The ten right- 
eous are never wanting in any city where the altars 
of Jesus are erected, and where the '^ Mother of fair 
love " is named with tender and reverent confidence. 
The surging tide of evil may threaten us, as in 
guilty Paris and brutalised London ; but though 
heavy chastisements may pour down on these 
examples of modern vice, yet never, never will 
the dear Conqueror who has deigned to plant His 
Foot on the teeming city streets as His priests 
carry the Blessed Sacrament to the dying, and 
who has His tabernacles of love here and there 
through our crowded thoroughfares, relinquish His 
recovered inheritance. Never, never will the lands 
where He has dwelt be desolate like the godless 
lands of old. 
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Believe it, Oh, ye loving hearts! who are burning 
in silent anguish over the erring and the ignorant, 
who are pouring sad tears on the cruel wicked- 
ness of high places, and on the degradation and 
depravity of the neglected and the forgotten. 

Heavy, and sharp and terrible may be the 
punishment of our iniquities ; but even hell itself 
is less hell than it would be but for the shedding 
of the precious Blood; and no nation where His 
name is invoked, no people among whom He has 
His part — albeit not, alas 1 the larger part — can 
ever perish out of sight, out of mind, as the huge 
heathen nations have gone down in utter darkness 
in the lapse of ages, and hardly left a stone to 
proclaim ** I am Babylon." 

Sweet patience of Jesus 1 sweet pity of Mary ! 
we wrong you both when we forget that where 
you have once entered there you will abide ; be- 
cause the few are the salvation of the many ; be- 
cause though not every door-post and lintel bears 
the red cross, yet those that do bear it plead for 
the rest, and the angel of destruction stays his 
steps at the first and drops his avenging sword ; 
for his Lord and Master has passed that way. 

We have spoken of the creation as being com- 
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plete. We have concluded that, while we are 
incapable of measuring its extent, and can only 
vaguely guess at unknown worlds beyond our own 
system, it will never receive one atom, one mole- 
cule in addition to those of which it now consists. 
Our reason for this belief lies deep down in the 
very roots of theology, which we find a better 
reason than any with which mere human science 
can furnish us, because the end of the latter is 
contained within the end of the former, as the 
greater contains the less. We have already stated 
our reason — namely that the ultimate object of 
the creation was the Incarnation, and that object 
accomplished there can apparently be no need of 
further creation. In saying this we are not pre- 
suming to limit the power of God or to interpret 
His unrevealed will. We are, with all diffidence, 
formulating a supposition which approves itself to 
our reason. The creation was the expression of 
the goodness of God, uttered outside Himself by 
the Logos, God the Son. But the creation, merely 
as such, merely as existence, and man the lord of 
creation merely in his natural state, were incap- 
able of union with God. Therefore from the first, 
man was constituted in a state of grace. Thus 
the second mission, which is that of the Holy 
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Ghost, and which is the second in the eternal 
decrees, the nunc stans of eternity, is the first in 
the nunc Jluens of time. For the grace of God, 
which is the Holy Ghost, was given to man in 
measnre and degree from the first moment of his 
being, four thousand years before the first mission, 
that of God the Son, took place in time. Both 
are continuous, and both are progressive. The 
mission of God the Son did not cease when He as- 
cended into heaven; for it is continued at the 
consecration in every mass, and in every tabernacle 
where the Blessed Sacrament dwells. At each 
mass He comes and comes again 1 In the Blessed 
Sacrament He remains. Therefore His actual pre- 
sence is progressive, in proportion to the increase 
of His altars where the bloodless sacrifice is offered, 
and where the Bread of Life is reserved. We are 
ourselves entirely persuaded (and this opinion is 
in harmony with that of most modern theologians) 
that the Incarnation would equally have taken 
place had man never fallen. It was the object of 
the creation. Man's fall called for his redemp- 
tion by the death and Passion of our Lord, and 
as a loving consequence, also for the sacrifice 
of the mass. • But it does not follow that had 
the Eedemption not come after the Incarnation 
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because man had uot fallen, there would have been 
no Blessed Sacramental Presence. The Church 
having nowhere defined to the contrary, it is per- 
mitted to those whose devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament makes the whole creation a blind 
mystery, and even the Incarnation appear incom- 
plete without it, to believe that the Blessed Sacra- 
ment would always have been, and a sinless Adam, 
with his sinless offspring, have held communion 
with the incarnate God through and by this Divine 
nourishment, even as His redeemed children do 
now, only in that case without the sacrifice of 
the mass ; for where there is no sin there is no 
sacrifice for sin.* 

This may be but a pious thought, and we have 
no wish to press it upon our readers. We leave 
it to their devotion to follow it out or not as they 

* There would have always been sacrifice. 

The redemption was an ordinance of God consequent upon 
man's fall. Had Adam never sinned, Jesus had never been cruci- 
fied. But it would seem more consonant with the boundless love 
of God for His creation to believe that the Blessed Sacrament 
formed part of His antecedent will ; and that a sinless race would 
have received spiritual and Divine food, and would have been there- 
by sanctified, and ultimately glorified through participation in the 
Body and Blood of the God-Man. It would have been as it is now, 
the Bread of Life ; bloodless as it is now, but also unbroken as it 
is not now — that is divested of its propitiatory character in so far 
as propitiation involves the idea of oflTence. 
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will. All we want to prove is that, though our 
Blessed Lord came once only, conceived of the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Blessed Virgin ; and 
once only was crucified, dead, and buried, and 
rose the third day, and ascended into heaven, 
nevertheless His sacramental presence is a per- 
petual carrying on and carrying out of this His 
first mission to us, and that thus His mission bears 
a progressive character. He is the conqueror 
*'' proceeding to conquer." He is still sending His 
messengers before His face to prepare His way. 
His priests are still going forth to all nations to 
preach the remission of sins, by planting His altar 
which is His earthly throne, in divers parts, till 
" the earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the covering waters of the sea." * We are look- 
ing forward to the fulfilment of that prophecy in 
all its plenitude; for surely no one can allege 
either that this time has already come, or that 
because some, it may be several missionary priests 
have had a certain success among the heathen, 
anything faintly resembling such a grand, lavish 
promise as that, has received even an approximate 
fulfilment. Still less will any one assert that 
such promises are vain ; and if not so then let us 

* Isaias zi. 9. 
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look forward, and ever more and more forward, to 
the progression of our dear Lord's kingdom upon 
earth ; Himself present amongst us in the Blessed 
Sacrament, coming in that meek guise to take 
possession of His territories, and all but silently 
planting His standard first here, then there, as 
new altars are raised to Him, and as other souls 
are brought beneath the sacraments — the oaths of 
allegiance to their new Master. 

We cannot disguise from ourselves that we have 
fallen upon evil times, and that faith has grown 
dim. Nevertheless we maintain it would be 
difficult for any thoughtful and unprejudiced 
mind to deny the ever-increasing evidence that the 
leaven is leavening the whole mass ; still less can 
it be affirmed that anything has ever done this in 
highly- civilised countries except Christianity. 

The wealth and learning of the Romans, their 
vast literature, their high art, had no effect in 
producing either morality or mercy. There were 
noble examples among them of men and women 
who we may believe responded to the light vouch- 
safed them, whose names have come down to us ; 
and doubtless there were many, utterly unknown 
to history, who obeyed the dictates of their con- 
science, enlightened by the Divine Spirit of Whom 
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they had never so much as heard. We do not 
believe that anywhere, in any age, in any city 
however given up to iniquity, there was nothing 
but eternal death reigning over poor, fallen, suffer- 
ing humanity, and leaving the beneficent Creator, 
the dear Redeemer, without a soul to love and 
serve Him, albeit in a blind way. We believe 
such a condition of things to be simply impossible; 
but however that may be, whether more or less 
than we have dared to hope, Christianity was not 
there, and in its absence nothing availed to pro- 
duce generally even the appreciation of purity or 
real charity. 

As we have said, the Romans were a grand law- 
giving nation. Civil rights were understood, up- 
held, and protected better than by the modern 
Napoleonic code, and far more in harmony with 
Christianity, which ultimately profited by and 
copied so largely the Roman law. But the law did 
not touch the heart or enlighten the conscience ; 
and while the public life of Rome had much moral 
grandeur, the private existence of man and woman 
alike was infamous ; and it was so in proportion 
to their advance in wealth and luxury. 

We have said that only Christianity can mor- 
alise civilised nations, and we did so advisedly ; 
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for a certain inoffensiveness, and the practice of 
many natural virtues, exist among nations that 
have not come within the range of so-called 
civilisation. Where the intellectual and reasoning 
powers of men are undeveloped they retain some- 
thing like the innocence of children. But when 
man without Christianity is raised to intellectual 
height, cultivated in mind, refined in manner, 
surrounded by art, and with advanced knowledge 
of physical science — when he has thus developed 
all his powers without having a corresponding 
force given him against the inclinations of natural 
concupiscence, he is then no longer in the infancy 
of humanity. It is mature, and the ripe fruit 
tends to rottenness. Civilisation and knowledge 
must go forward pari passu with Divine grace in 
order to become a real benefit to mankind ; for 
there is no good apart from a high moral standard, 
whether we consider the individual or the nation, 
and no moral standard will long support itself with- 
out the concomitance of grace. We are told that 
the great question of the day is the modus vivendi 
between the Church and modern progress. If this 
be so the Church alone can discover and develop 
it ; because the Church is the organ of the Holy 
Ghost, and when our Lord was about to leave 
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this earth He promised the Paraclete, who 
would '' teach ns all things.'*^ Therefore the 
Church is the ultimate dispenser of all science 
no matter of what nature; and as the reign of 
the Holy Ghost shall be more and more estab- 
lished in the now perfectly-defined status of her 
infallibility, so will she increasingly take up unto 
herself, within her own arena, all the gifts 
of knowledge and science which are her essential 
prerogatives. Once more she will become the 
queen of nations, the guide and pioneer of the 
world. As a distinguished French writer has 
said,"^ " L'Eglise ne pent rester en arrifere ; il 
faut qu'elle fasse de plus en plus lumi^re ; car si 
elle n'^clairait pas elle eteindrait." 

Hers has been a long history of struggle, and 
frequently of apparent defeat; but out of it she 
has ever risen victorious, though her victories 
are different in character from the triumphs of 
the world, because they are so silent and so 
peaceful that they are only known by their 
results. The first of these results is more liberty, 
a widening of the cords of her tent ; for as the 
Church defines her own nature with increased 
accuracy so by this accuracy she leaves more 

* La Marquise de Bloequeville. 
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freedom to her children. Definition is also limi- 
tation ; and both exclude doubt Doubt is 
slavery, while certainty is liberty. When our 
Lord began to teach of the coming Kingdom of 
God, He did so by parables, and to His own 
immediate Disciples alone was an explanation 
vouchsafed : ^^ To you it is given to know the 
mystery of the Kingdom of God ; but to the rest 
in parables." The characteristic of the various 
revelations made to the chosen people was that 
of preparation. It was the same with the ad- 
umbrations of truth vouchsafed to the patri- 
archs before the call of Abram. The same 
characteristic in a modified form runs through 
Our Lord's teaching. He is Himself ever looking 
forward to a more perfect development, or rather 
to a series of developments. And thus He 
speaks of Himself as " straitened " until His work 
should be accomplished. 

The whole history of the Church has been on 
the same principle. Until certain things have 
been accomplished her path is hemmed in, and 
the accomplishment is ever effected by the means 
of her enemies even as our salvation was by the 
hands of those who crucified Jesus. The rise of 
each heresy has produced the definition of doc- 
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trine, and each definition has widened the horizon 
of our faith and flooded our life with new light. 
The war with evil has had no other permanent 
result than to impart spiritual strength to the 
spouse of Christ. And now everything points to 
a great crisis, a culminating term, a springtide of 
the waters of grace ; for the long war with Pro- 
testantism has led up to the dogma of the Papal 
Infallibility. The coping-stone is laid, and a 
new era is beginning, which will be the fuller 
development of the individual life of the soul in 
the beauty of holiness and in the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost. The external edifice is com- 
plete ; the interior decoration will hasten towards 
completion. Already we see the signs of those 
better times approaching. We see them alike in 
the preternatural as in the supernatural world. 
The spirits of evil are guessing at the future, and 
as is their wont are anticipating the coming 
events by parodying the future Divine action. 
The sleepless intelligence and never-wearying 
enmity of Satan pursues with relentless accuracy 
every development of God's truth in the history 
of the Church. With the fragments, in his 
fallen state, of his former untold science com- 
bined with his thousands of years of cumulative 
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experience, his one desire is to be beforehand 
with God. In advance of the great Divine act of 
the Incarnation, he instituted the horrors of 
possession, and practised them in the pagan 
world on a scale he is but seldom allowed to 
repeat where the name of Jesus is uttered. 
With each phase of God's Divine action on the 
world, and of concomitant human necessities, he 
changes his tactics. There are but few among 
us who remember or realise the fact that every 
incident of our lives is lived in connection with 
three worlds — the tangible, visible, material 
world, the world of grace, and the world of the 
prince of the powers of the air. The masses live 
(consciously) in the first alone; the good and 
pious »- remember the second ; but few even of 
these attempt to realise the last in anything like 
a just proportion with its immensity, its subtlety, 
and its ubiquity. Nor is it our object to press 
the subject on their attention. It is not every 
mind that can bear to meet the thought, beyond 
the limits of the universal prayer, " Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil." 

But those who can bear it and can follow 
it out should be doubly on watch and guard 
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in the interests of the multitudes who it is true, 
believe in their guardian angel, but forget their 
left-hand diabolic attendant. "^ It was not so in 
earlier times when faith was young among the 
primitive writers and the great ascetics. One of 
the holiest of the past generation said that the 
cleverest work the devil had ever accomplished 
was the getting men to disbelieve in his existence. 
Having as a rule (except among Catholics), 
established his non-existence in their minds, the 
sphere of his occult action is necessarily vastly 
extended. We do not look out for ^what we 
firmly believe is not there. He is among us, 
and we see him not He has studied the Scrip- 
tures, and he knows there will be a time when 
our maidens shall dream dreams and our young 
men see visions. He guesses at the outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost, in a more determinate and 
wider reign of grace in the future of the Church ; 
and above all he has not forgotten though many 
of us have, that there is the promise of yet 
another mission that will alter the whole face of 

* The presence of the goardian angel of every indiyidnal 
Christian is of faith. That of an attendant demon is an open 
question. It remains an open question whether the .unbaptized 
have guardian angels. We lean to the affirmative. 
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the world, that will follow on the ever-growing 
and extending reign of the Holy Ghost, and that 
will culminate the glories of their Queen — the 
mission of the ADgels. They will come, the 
bright, swift-winged messengers, and " they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all scandals, and those 
that work iniquity, and shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire. Then shall the just shine as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father,"* and 
" the angels shall go out, and shall separate the 
wicked from among the just." We read these 
sacred words constantly but how far do we 
realise their meaning? How far have we ampli- 
fied the thought in our mind, and given it form 
and consistency ? We read of the day of judg- 
ment ; but do we suppose that it will be an aflfair 
of four-and-twenty hours — the angels in the morn- 
ing, the judgment about noon, and all the past, 
present, and future of humanity in heaven or hell 
by twilight ? 

It is true we are told that the awful time will 
come as a thief in the night, and we are apt to 
explain that into being sudden ; whereas it may 
more properly describe the fact that the time will 
steal upon us silently and hiddenly. We shall 

* Matthew xiii. 41, 42^ 43, 49. 

■55" 
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find our bright brethren the angels around us 
amongst us, before weJiave altogether realised thei- 
approach ; just as gradually and by degrees, w( 
shall find the Spirit illuminating the minds and 
hearts of the innocent and the zealous, the "youths 
and the maidens," with Divine inspirations, first 
as the dawning of new light then as the blaze of 
noontide. All God's dealings with His poor 
creatures have been gradual. They are hidden,' 
but they are never sudden. He always sends His 
angels before His face to prepare the way. Noe 
was more than a hundred years engaged in build- 
ing the ark, and there it lay a sign to all men ; 
the black timber ribs against the grey dawn and 
the flaming evening sky, scanning the heavens 
like a musical score, on which were written the 
notes of the awful anthem of God's wrath, while 
the hammers of the artisans beat time through a 
century of vain appeal to a God-forgetting world. 
The suddenness must be laid to their own door, 
and in no way resulted from God's dealings with 
them. The Deluge itself took forty days to ex- 
haust the down-pouring floods of rushing waters 
from the opened gates of heaven. The dawn is 
ever gradual ; the light steals upon us, though at 
last the sun's broad disc springs sudden and re- 
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fulgent above the red horizon. Many of us, 
though less guilty in our indifference, are like 
Gallio who " cared for none of those things." 
The round of our daily life sufl&ces us, and we 
neither give the time nor take the trouble to come 
to conclusions or to arrive at definite notions even 
respecting the signs of the times, .which our Lord 
rebuked His disciples for not discerning. Catholics 
will often talk among themselves and with those 
outside the Church in a casual way about the 
spiritist manifestations which are so rife in our 
day as if it were quite an open question, and that 
it were unnecessary to have any fixed opinion on 
' the subject. Not only have they never realised 
that the Church has spoken again and again, but 
also they have never used their common reasoning 
powers to arrive at the conclusion that, either 
spiritist manifestations as they are now presented 
to us, form part of Grod's mode of governing His 
creatures, and therefore are most precious to each 
of us, and not to be treated as a trifle ; or as they 
are in fact, the devil's guess at some of God's 
secrets, and his anticipation of something belong- 
ing to the future destiny of man. We have no 
intention of polluting our pages by allusion to the 
jejune trifling of spiritist appearances. We would 
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only ask every one solemnly and reverently to 
think of God's ways in our world and then, as 
before Him, to declare whether or no the half- 
ludicrous, partially ghastly, and altogether jerky 
will-o'-the-wisp performances of spiritists have 
anything in consonance with the dignity, the 
uniformity, the plain good sense (if this term 
sound not irreverent) of God's dealings with His 
children. They talk of undiscovered natural laws 1 
When did any grand, God-implanted natural law 
begin to reveal itself by tricks and antics ? What 
are natural laws but revelations of God's action 
and Divine Being ? Every one of them shows us 
God, and leads us up to God by simple and lucid 
gradation. It is the travesty of His laws in which 
the devil delights ; and as within ourselves there 
are Undeveloped laws which have been overlaid by 
original sin, and lie within us as the butterfly 
lies in the chrysalis, therefore the enemy of man- 
kind, who with far-seeing cunning predicates the 
glorious future of mankind before the final con- 
summation of all things, is using his knowledge 
to practise upon these laws to the detriment 
of those who lend themselves ignorantly as his 
instruments. 

The fallen angels know far more accurately the 
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secrets of our nature than we know them ourselves, 
and through this knowledge they deceive the un- 
wary. Still more easily they have their way with 
those whose reprehensible curiosity induces them 
to resort to dangerous experiments. It is distress- 
ing to hear good, practical Catholics talking loosely 
on these matters, as though they had little or no 
data on which to form a solid, reasonable opinion, 
and were unable to distinguish between natural 
though occult laws, as they are brought out by 
Divine, supernatural influence in the saints, and 
the miserable and contemptible practices of the 
spiritists, the " lo here, lo there " of those who 
prophesy false Christs. 

It is an old proverb that the devil can quote 
Scripture, and so also can he base his evil designs 
on his knowledge of Catholic truth. We believe 
in the possibility by a special permission from 
God of the reappearance of the departed amongst 
us, and of^ the holy souls coming to ask for prayers, 
as we read constantly in the lives of the saints ; 
and probably many of us have ourselves known of 
such incidents on credible evidence. The devil 
acts upon this faith as he acts upon his own know- 
ledge of occult laws ; and blending a theoretic 
truth with practical error, he weaves a mesh to 
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catch souls, all the while foreboding the time when 
the more developed mission of the Holy Ghost, 
and the elaborating in countless hearts of that 
hidden holiness by which the Church is " all 
glorious within," shall bring about that greater 
familiarity with the supernatural which is foretold 
as a characteristic of the latter times. 

The early teaching of the Church laid more 
stress on the mission of the angels than it be- 
came her habit to do in later days. Not that the 
Church, as the organ of the Holy Ghost, ever gives 
an uncertain sound or recalls any of her Divine 
utterances : But like a watchful mother she holds 
in her own keeping such of the treasures new or 
old, which are not adapted to the present wants 
of her children. There came a time, as Chris- 
tianity grew more diffused, when the early Chris- 
tians not entirely weaned from the heathen practices 
of their forefathers, were in danger of attempting 
to define the occupation and attributes of the angels 
beyond the limits of the Church's authority. They 
affected to have learnt the names of many and to 
decide on their position and purpose in the angelic 
hosts. Out of that arose a kind of worship and 
invocation of the angels which bordered on super- 
stition and savoured of the worship offered to 
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the demons among the heathens. This fell 
under the reprobation of the Church, and by a 
natural reaction left devotion to the angels at 
a lower ebb than what is warranted by sound 
doctrine. 

Then came the German heretics and the 
dawn of modern Protestantism ; and one of the 
first of their efforts was to banish all belief 
in the interposition and ministry of the angelic 
host. They took advantage of the errors 
and follies of individuals to write against the 
whole doctrine of angelic action ; and though 
among Catholics the faith in their guardian- 
ship and aid is constant, yet it is not now 
practically (of course virtually it is the same) 
what it was in earlier times. But here also 
we have another instance of how the Church 
brings forth from her Divin6 armoury the weapon 
most needed to defeat the machinations of the 
arch-enemy ; for it has been reserved for our day 
to see devotion to the angels taking a fuller ex- 
tension and a more definite form 'than it ever 
before held in the history of the Church's inner 
life. In all her definitions and in all her practices 
there resides the spirit of prophecy. They have 
not only reference to the present time ; they are 
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far-seeing and far-stretching. And as the defini- 
tion of the Immaculate Conception of Mary in our 
own time has led to the extension of her reign in 
the hearts of men, and is preparing the way every 
hour for her sweet sovereignty to " take root in 
an honourable people," so does the increasing 
devotion to the angels who form her court har- 
monise therewith, and prepare for that mission of 
the angels which however remote, is as certain 
as the day of judgment. Oh what enlarged 
hearts do we need to take in however inade- 
quately, all that lies before us in the history of 
God's creation 1 Far distant though it be still is 
it ours, just as the past is ours, and the present ; 
for all are united in Jesus. He is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. Nothing 
shall be lost to us. No treasure of the past but 
has tended to brighten our own brief day, no 
promise of the future but what we shall reap; 
for we have all things in Him who contains 
all in HimsiBlf, and who gives His whole self 
to us. 

Let us in thought go back to Paradise, to our 
great progenitor before his fall. For Adam knew 
Jesus. Not indeed as we know Him — ^the rain- 
less skies of the garden God had planted had 
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formed no background to the beloved sign of our 
redemption ; for as the Eedeemer Adam knew 
Him not. We have already given our reasons for 
believing that besides knowing Him by the graces 
of infused science as the second Person of the 
Trinity, the Logos, he knew of the intended In- 
carnation through and by which Jesus was to 
unite Himself to us. We have also dared to ima- 
gine that he foresaw the Eeal Presence as the 
carrying out and completion of the Incarnation. 
But in those days Adam knew of no shedding of 
blood, of no sacrifice of suflfering. The whole of 
that pathetic and terrible chapter written in red 
characters, was a sealed one to our once sinless 
forefather. But in addition to the first beautiful 
and tender history of the future Incarnation there 
was a glorious page redolent with light and full 
of joy; for Adam looked out beyond Jesus as the 
Creator, and Jesus as the elder Brother of man 
in the Incarnation, to Jesus as the Glorifyer. 
Adam knew that the green glades and fruit-laden 
forests of Paradise were not to constitute his 
ultimate home. He aspired after the time when 
the God-Man would reward his fidelity at the 
close of a longer or shorter probation, and admit 
him from the infancy of innocence into the re- 
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splendent manhood of accomplished and final 
grace. Then would he be like Jesus; for he 
would see Him as He is I 

Thus did Adam dwell in the contemplation of 
two futures — the one tender and familiar, the 
other glorious and triumphant — until his own act 
had made the rift between the two, and the blood- 
stained cross crowned the heights of Calvary. 
felix culpa ! We dare to say it, because our 
mother the Church has said it. And as Adam 
sees that past now, pardoned, ransomed, and 
glorified * with his glorified Lord, he beholds his 
children with each stroke of eternity's golden 
moments, thronging through the gates of heaven 
by the Sacrifice of the Cross. What must not his 
love in heaven be ! Next to that of Our Lady 
surely his must be the greatest of all the multi- 
tude who have washed their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

But the glory of the saints now in heaven can- 
not be compared with that which will follow after 
the second mission of our Lord at the consum- 
mation of all things ; for that mission is a mission 

* It is generally belieyed that Adam was amongst the soals 
released from Limbo when oar Lord descended thither, and who 
entered Heayen with Him. 
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of glory, even as His first was a mission of humilia- 
tion. He came to us in the womb of Mary, in 
the manger at Bethlehem, hidden and unknown, 
poor and despised; but when the time shall be 
ripe for that second mission. He will come in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angels.* He 
will come as the glorifyer of His own creation, 
of which Mary is the first in rank, a hierarchy in 
herself, a sealed fountain, a garden enclosed, a 
second paradise, but where no sin has entered; 
And in that second mission His saints, as also His 
angels will take part. 

Thus we look back upon the first mission ac- 
complished — ^that of the Incarnation and Eedemp- 
tion ; the second mission being accomplished — 
that of the Holy Ghost gradually developing into 
the reign of the Holy Ghost ; and we look for- 
ward to two other missions — that of His angels, 
and finally, that of His own second coming. 
" Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see Him.f" ^' For the Lord Himself shall 
come down from heaven with commandment, and 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God : and the dead, who are in Christ, 
shall rise first. Then we who are alive, who are 

* Mark Tiii. 38. + Apocalypse i, 7. 
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left, shall be taken up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet Christ, and so shall we be always 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort ye one another 
with these wordsi" ^ 

* I TheBsalomans iv. 15-17. 
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CONSUMMATION. 



We have spoken of the way in which the arch- 
enemy, the seducer of God's children, is aping the 
mysteries of the still hidden future according as 
his subtlety and his enmity direct him. But 
while his rage and cunning are devising new 
deceits for those who are not enlightened by 
Divine truth or who have hid their light under a 
bushel, our attention is called in a special manner 
to Her whose oflSce it is, and ever has been, to 
crush his head. Whenever and wherever the 
deceits of men and devils are putting out the 
light and wrapping the soul of man in darkness, 
there does the Virgin Mother come more openly 
and more directly to counteract the fatal influence. 
It has been reserved for the cold, matter-of-fact, 
utilitarian last half of the nineteenth century to 
see awakened in the multitude the simple and 
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romantic faith in pilgrimages and in the child- 
like, pathetic histories of Mary's appearances upon 
earth that lent such charm to the ages of faith. 
If the enemy of mankind seems to have more 
power allowed to him in the evil days on which 
we have fallen, so the '^ Mother of fair love," from 
whose pure Hands the Divine odyle streams, is 
deigning to speak to children and childlike souls, 
showing herself to be the great channel of special 
graces, the medium of Divine communications, and 
the sure refuge against Satan's acted prophecy 
and pantomime of God's loving intentions. " We 
will come to him, and dwell with him;" — and 
Mary is the precursor, and the channel now, as she 
was then to His first coming when He took flesh 
in her womb. The promise to the individual soul 
is the promise to the Church : and vice versa. 
The revelation of Gk)d in the Church is also the 
life of God in the soul — the two are bound up in 
one. The life of the Church is the guarantee of 
the life of the soul ; it is the only sure foundation 
of such life ; and the golden house, the domzcs 
aurea of that life is devotion to the Divine 
Mother. For as her presence, her sweet virginal 
life, was the necessary preliminary to the first 
coming of Christ, so will the Son of God not 
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appear on His glorious second mission till Marr 
has come in the hearts of her people as ^* an army 
with banners ; " all her prerogatives known and 
worshipped, all her position flowing from her 
rights as the Mother of the Grod-Man^ acknow- 
ledged and understood; and her conrt of angels 
following in her mystic footsteps upon earth, even 
as the bees follow their qneen wherever she may 
choose to alight; and so preceding the second 
coming of our dearest Lord. 

The Holy Ghost conld only be sent by Jesus 
glorified. The sacrifice of the Cross needed to be 
accomplished and the Precious Blood shed, before 
the promised Paraclete could come. And thus 
between the one stupendous event and the other 
there lies an epoch of forty days, when He had not 
yet ascended into heaven, and when therefore His 
risen glory was in a measure incomplete. At the 
beginning of that dread time, full of the deepest 
mystery of which we but imperfectly comprehend 
the meaning, He was seen first by Mary Magdalene 
in the garden. And as she fell at His feet witli 
extended hands. He said, " Touch Me not" 

We have probably all of us at some time 
meditated sadly on those repelling words. Time 
was when she might touch those blessed Feet, 
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not with her haads only but with her lips. 
Does He love her less now that her repentance is 
complete, and her salvation accomplished? Do 
not her rapid thonghts go back in one rash to the 
time when she sat at His feet unrebnked, whiling 
away the contemplative hoars as she listened to 
His words and heard Him say she had chosen ^^ the 
better part?^ Does she not with a pang of 
wounded love recall the moment when she wiped 
the precious ointment with her hair from the Feet 
she had batbed with it and with her tears ? But 
now He says, " Touch Me not I " Yes, there is a 
change. But oh, loving heart ! it is not a change 
of loss bat of gain. It is true there is an interim 
in which oar beloved Lord is shrouded from as in 
too much glory for our human sense. The cradle- 
time of His sweet Infancy is past, the grace of His 
Youth, the glory of His Manhood, and all the bitter- 
sweet ignominies of His Cross. He has passed 
somewhat beyond our ken. He is risen, but not 
yet ascended. The first Mass ^ had not then been 
offered. The bloody sacrifice was over ; the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice had not been celebrated by merely 
human hands, only by His own Divine Hands on 
Holy Thursday. Until Mass had once been said 

* The first Man celebrated by another than Jesus. 
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there was something as it were incomplete in the 
condition of the Church. The next touch, the only 
touch possible for us (save by a special command 
to St. Thomas and BU.3 faltering disciples), was in 
the Blessed Sacrament.* Now we touch Him 
daily, and fear no rebuke. Jesus is ascended, 
and the Paraclete has come, and is ever coming 
more and more ; and as the Holy Dove sheds the 
light of His wings upon the Church and speaks 
through her utterance, so th« privileges and the 
status of Mary are more revealed and more 
developed. We know more of our Queen, and we 
are learning more of her court ; and when both 
have taken their place in the hearts of men and 
have prepared for the reign of the Holy Ghost, 
when the angels have accomplished their mission, 
the far-off glories of which are hardly dawning on 
us, then will He make us know all that lies hidden 
in the deep mystery of His second coming, and 
God, and man, and angels will be united in the 
sweet bonds of Jesus, and all through the media-» 
tion of her who is " clothed with the sun, with the 

* With cveF-yearning love He calls us in the dear Sacrament of 
the Altar and before the doors of His tabernacle that we may touch 
not only His sacred Feet, as Mary Magdalene pressed them to her 
lips, but His whole Self, His Humanity and His Divinity in one. 
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moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve 
stars on her virgin head." 

This is the Divine progression, and this is 
leading to the Divine consummation. 

Our task is drawing to a close. It has been 
our endeavour to encircle the whole creation with 
the chain of faith, and to biud each to all in 
endless links of the Divine love. We have dared 
to glance back before time into the bosom of 
eternity. We have beheld time as it appears to 
our human ken, in a manner detach itself from 
eternity, and seem to become an entity — which 
indeed it is in a certain sense. We have mar- 
velled at its slow-flowing course and its distant 
results, as compared with our own rapidity of 
thought and grasp of imagination. And we have 
seen that time is patient because it is the off- 
spring of eternity, and because it is the mode 
and vehicle of God's revelation of Himself to us. 
God is patient because He is almighty and 
omniscient. For a little space we have strained 
our endeavours to look upon the flowing stream 
as God sees it, and not as we break it up into 
moments and hours. Our motive for doing this 
has been to realise so far as is possible the 
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continuousness of God's action with the indivisi- 
bility of His Being as He is in Himself, and to 
prove that this indivisibility and intrinsic un- 
changeableness lie at the root of all His mani- 
festations of Himself through the nunc Jbiens of 
time. Wherever we have fancied a contradiction 
to exist, or even a disparity, the error has lain 
in our partial vision and not in any shadow of 
change in the great God. He meant always 
what He means now, but mankind could not 
always equally bear that meaning. Therefore as 
pitying His creation, He has condescended in past 
ages to pour the Divine waters of revelation in 
diverse coloured vessels ; so that at one time the 
limpid liquid seemed to us of a different hue from 
what it assumed subsequently, until at last the 
waters of life were held in the crystal vases 
of. the Church, pure and white as they. We 
perceive and understand that the God of Abraham, 
of Isaac, and of Jacob is the same God as our 
God of Bethlehem and Calvary. And the unity 
of God's nature becomes ever more and more 
obvious to us as we study the characteristics of 
His government. At no period and in no place 
has the loving Creator forgotten the work of His 
own Hands. And lest we could not find Him, He 
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" the fragments that remain shall be gathered 
np, so that nothing may be lost." We have 
dared to maintain, against all those who cavil at 
the evil days on which we have fallen, that Chris- 
tianity has infiltrated its influence even in regions 
where it is blasphemed, or as in the past Roman 
Empire, where it is denied. We have endeavoured 
to impress on our readers the importance, and in 
a certain sense the sacredness of matter, as the 
vehicl-e of God's demonstration of Himself. For 
as F^nelon says, " God has established the general 
laws of nature (which involve all the laws of 
matter) to hide under the veil of the regulated 
and uniform course of nature His perpetual opera- 
tion from the eyes of proud and corrupt men, 
while on the other hand He gives to pure and 
docile souls something which they may admire in 
all His works." In proportion as we honour 
God's laws so should we honour the means and 
form of their manifestation, the substance through 
and in which they work, and without which they 
would fall back into the abstract and have no 
existence outside God Himself, We say in pro- 
portion, because the manifestation is second to 
the principle manifested, and the modus operandi 
is inferior to Him who employs it. We have as 
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much difficulty in conceiving of God apart from 
His operations as we have in realising eternity 
apart from time. And' therefore is all honour 
due to the vast creation whereby we see the 
evidence of things not seen, and everything 
becomes to us ^^ holy to the Lord," • It is for 
this reason that the true and intelligent love of 
nature is -essentially the oflfepring of the Christian 
faith. The an<;ients cannot be said to have had 
it in any degree beyond a remote possibility in 
their intellectual nature. To them nature was a 
weird enchantress, hiding her terrible secrets 
with a jealous care. The silence and solitude of 
the forests and the mountains were full of a 
sense of horror. The separate trees held a 
lamenting an-d imprisoned spirit .; the gay, spark- 
ling stream was a transmuted nymph, and which 
like the perfumed shrubs and flowers, told some 
tale of the anger of the gods and their swift 
revenge. All that was inanimate inspired sad- 
ness. And when their pastoral tales rose into 
cheerfulness it was that the lowing herds and 
bleating sheep formed a part. The sounds and 
motion of at least animal life were essential, 
because the solitudes of nature were simply awful 
and terrific ; for nature was then only a mystery 
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to unredeemed humanity. She held deep secrets 
in her bosom^ but the curse had set its seal upon 
them all and she waited in long mournful silence 
for the hour when the human Feet of the Creator 
should press her varied fields, and by His thrilling 
touch break the iron bars of her captivity, and 
teach her to tell of Him in the whispered music 
of her thousand voices. In truth her secrets 
were His, nor dared she break silence until He 
had come to set free the mystery of love for 
which she was created and instituted. But when 
Love Himself had walked the earth, and mingled 
His tears— ay, and His precious Blood — with the 
dews of His own creation-^ then the dark melan- 
choly of nature grew into sweet pathos, and 
her solitudes were filled with secrets of His 
presence. 

But what was then hidden from the pagan world 
could hardly be so to the first father of our race, 
he who out of the vast stores of his infused science 
named all visible created beings. When Adam 
saw the corn growing bright in thick array, and 
the vine bending down with purple fruit, surely 
he understood, as in a prophecy, the great symbol 
of the Bread of Life and of the Precious Blood. 
The Body and Blood of the Incarnate Qod, albeit 



CONSUMMATION. I 5 / 

unbroken and unshed, must have been present 
to his ardent expectation as he beheld their anti- 
types in the garden of Paradise. The rose with 
her mystic bosom deep enfolded must ever have 
awakened some passing thought of the Rosa 
mystica. And when to sad Eve, after her exile 
beyond the gates guarded by the flaming sword 
of the cherubim, the rose appeared bearing thorns 
among her five or seven leaved foliage, she 
guessed at the sacred crown and the Divine 
wounds of the God-Man, and at the sevenfold 
desolation of the Mother who bore Him. And 
what to us are the bright, autumn hedgerow leaves 
dabbled with blood, not red now but tawny? 
Are they not tokens that He has trod that way 
and left the traces of His past glorious passion — 
past, because that Blood was shed once for all, 
but still and for ever remaining; while the 
scarlet poppy takes up the theme, and in every 
corn-field, on barren tracks, and meeting the 
wayworn traveller by the dusty road side, 
reminds him that the sacrifice is renewed hour 
by hour the wide world over, fresh and life- 
giving as ever? Can the rich woodlands fail to 
bring before us the thought of Him who gathered 
from the forests of His own creation the wood for 
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His own cross ? Can we sit beneath the dappled 
sunshine of th,e flickering boughs without remem- 
bering how it .dared to lay its quick vibrating 
touch upon His sacred Head, as He walked amid 
the olive groves of Gethsemane; but withdrew 
itself and gave place to the cold moon before the 
scene of His great agony ? 

Surely these shadows are full of uncreated light; 
and from time to time the Church retrims the 
lamps of her dogmatic theology, and each time 
the light streams further down into the still dim, 
uncertain regions of natural science; another 
precious secret is revealed, another ancient doubt 
dispelled; and matter and natural laws prove 
themselves each more and more to be the deposi- 
tories of Divine truth and the faithftil creatures of 
the omnipresent Creator. 

While acknowledging the force of law we have 
denied that law can have an independent existence 
apart from a self-existing, self-conscious Lawgiver, 
of Whom it is the exponent. We have asserted 
the same as regards force, which is but another 
name for law, or rather, which is law in posse. 
And we have stated that as science proves the 
absence of all direct contact in the material world, 
the world of atoms, so the only real contact is 
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that of Spirit on matter; of the Divine Creator on 
His own creation. For He is nearer to us than we 
are to ourselves. AH forces, all active powers, 
emanate from God. They are the evidences to us 
of His existence. They could as little exist without 
Him as a shadow can exist without light. They 
are one in their nature, though they are diverse 
in their effects, because they are God's constant 
touch on His own creation. He exists formally in 
all space and beyond all space. And everywhere 
He is the same : the immutable and absolute Ens^ 
In His touch on His creation He gives rise to the 
active forces which virtually declare His being, and 
which are extended throughout space, but under a 
million varied degrees of being and a million varied 
forms. The active forces are virtually everywhere 
equally. But their manifestation in time and degree 
is as diverse as all that exists in the vast Cosmos, 
inside and outside of which God Is, infinite and 
entire. 

We have not enlarged upon this theme as we 
might have done. We have only pointed out 
to our readers how God's touch on His creation is 
the only adequate contact that exists, and that 
science goes to prove the absence of all abso- 
lute material contact. We have abstained from 
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trying to demonstrate how this truth sweeps away 
a hundred doubts respecting God's ways towards 
man^ and a thousand difficulties that might prove 
stumbling-blocks to our faith. We have desired 
no more than to put the thought, nay we might 
say the fact, before them and leave them to work 
out all its corollaries in love and devotion. We 
are not writing for sceptics but for those who 
believe, and would fain believe yet more surely, 
giving a reason for the faith that is in them, and 
dwelling in prayer on thoughts which reveal more 
of God's character to the soul. 

We are to be perfect as our Heavenly Father is 
perfect. That is, in our measure and degree, we are 
to aim at a faint reflection of the harmony, the pro- 
portion, the justice of God. To do this, or to aim at 
doing it, w^ need to form in our own minds an 
accurate though b^it a limited view of the character 
of God. And to effect this, we must as it were 
look at His character all round — for which purpose 
the past, the present, and the future are all- 
important to us ; and we have to view Him as He 
reveals Himself to us in His creation, in His govern- 
ment, and in His promises. We have ventured to 
-maintain that the whole of His creation is with a 
view to His Incarnation ; that the Incarnation of 
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the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity is en- 
hanced by His glorious Passion and most precious 
death working our redemption ; that it is glorified 
by His resurrection and ascension ; and only made 
complete in His Sacramental Presence. That as 
this Sacramental Presence is the one great fact 
virtually enclosing in itself all the others, as it is 
the coping-stone of the great mystery of the 
Incarnation, its lowest depth and greatest height, 
so is it the link that rivets the creation to the 
God-Man, and the keystone to all the science of 
matter and of dynamic force. For it is the Divine 
epitome of all the laws that govern both, the 
reason of their being, and the last exponent of 
their rootedness in God. It completes the circle 
within whose bounds lies the entire Cosmos as a 
globe environed by the serpent. It is the golden 
ring with which the Divine Spouse has wedded 
Himself to His Church and to all the world, if they 
but knew it. Words fail us. We cannot say 
enough ; for these are thoughts too deep for words, 
and which seem to be rather darkened than ex- 
pressed by language. And like all that is greatest 
they come to us from that which seems most simple 
and most hidden of all — a silken-curtained Taber- 
nacle ; and behind the little closed door lies All ; 
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every secret has its solution within the round white 
limits of the Host, for that Host is the great 
ultimatum of the creation, and the absolute con- 
summation of God's giving Himself to man, while 
the latter is in the condition of a wayfarer. 

We have entreated our readers not to be deluded 
by the dimness of the present times, but by prayer 
and solitary thought to strain their spiritual vision 
to behold the brightness of the future which is 
coming upon us like the rays of the sun behind a 
mist ; the reign of the Holy Ghost — the enlarge- 
ment of the Church's border, and the spreading of 
the cords of her tent ; the devotion to the Mother 
of God "taking root in an honourable people ; " and 
thus through the mediation of her who is the first 
among all mere creatures, bringing the whole outer 
world nearer to the spiritual world. This and the 
future mission — it may be a very distant one — of 
her messengers the Angels, are all certain because 
they are written, and even now the signs of the 
times indicate their advent. In whatever form 
they may come, whatever may be the details filling 
up the wonderful picture of the future, whatever 
in short, may be the literal working-out of the 
wonderful promises of the Gospel, one thing at 
least is certain : they mean " peace to men of good- 
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will." We may be quite unable to define or explain 
them; we are waiting for the hour when the 
Church shall teach us more. But we cannot 
exaggerate their importance, nor can we deny 
that our blessed Lord has left a rebuke on those 
who make no attempt to discern the signs of the 
times. 

There are souls among His special servants who 
are the men of the future. They are those who 
are called to stand on the watch-towers of prayer, 
and to hear the cry, '' Watchman, what of the 
night ? " The time of figs was not yet. Never- 
theless, He in His eternal justice cursed the fig-tree 
that yielded Him no fruit, when He deigned to look 
up among the broad scented leaves of its knotted 
branches. There are souls who are called to bear 
fruit out of season as well as in season, and woe 
to them if they fail in their higher and exceptional 
spiritual vocation. They are to be beforehand 
with time ; they are to be though in a silent, 
hidden way, the spiritual heralds of the future, 
the harbingers of God's coming spring, the pioneers 
of prayer. They are the human messengers that 
are to prepare His way before Him, in those never- 
ceasing conquests which multiply in proportion as 
our hearts are ready to receive Him. They are to 
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live as all the great saints have done, in advance 
of their age. S. Francis was centuries before his 
time in the refinements of his exquisitely spiritual- 
ised nature ; S. Vincent of Paul was the same in 
the creations of his charity; and S. Francis of 
Sales, like S. Philip Neri, in the blending of deep 
piety with the exigencies of modern life. The * 
nearer we approach to the consummation the more 
numerous will become the watchers of the night, 
the souls that are looking out for a new dawn 
and who meanwhile are leading an inner life in 
advance of the present. God alone can know 
them, and those on whom He has bestowed the 
gift though but partially, of the discernment of 
spirits. To others they will appear as men walking 
in a dream, visionary and unpractical. It matters 
not to them. Even here they have in a measure 
their great reward, for they can say, with their 
Divine Master, '' I have meat to eat which you 
know not." 

We are often tempted to complain that we have 
fallen upon evir times. The past seems to us to 
have been more full of heroism, the future we 
believe will be richer in knowledge. We have 
slid into a period of prosaic piety mingled with 
many doubts. Without pausing to argue how 
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mucli of this is false we would remark that the 
present is an epoch which may yield a larger 
amount of merit to those who know how to profit 
by it than perhaps any other, — we may make a 
richer harvest of faith and hope. For we must 
bear in mind that both these are virtues that will 
ultimately be swallowed up in the greater and 
crowning virtue of perfect charity. When we see, 
there will be an end of faith; when we enjoy, 
hope will expire in possession, *^ There remain 
now faith, hope, and charity ; but the greatest of 
these is charity." In proportion to the extension 
of our knowledge the area of our blind faith is 
diminished. " Because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed. Blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed," There is therefore 
a special grace attending these twilight days, 
when a larger demand is made upon our faith. 
The light will gradually increase unto the perfect 
day — not only the real absolute perfect day of 
heaven, but in a measure here upon earth. The 
merit of faith will be less when the angels are 
obviously carrying out their mission upon earth 
than it is now when the good lies so hidden, and 
the evil is so rampant and open. We are foolish 
not more truly to value the advantages of our own 
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time, and to rejoice that we are called upon to 
have a greater and a stronger faith than may be 
possible in those who will as it were, put their 
hand into the wounded side where beats the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Whatever has an appear- 
ance of discouragement about it is in fact a fresh 
demand from God upon our larger faith and 
deeper trust. It is as if He said to us, " You 
are my friends, and therefore I can count upon 
you." We should make haste to lay up a larger 
harvest of meritorious faith from every doubt that 
falls across our path and every cloud that veils 
the sunshine, and by this very act we shall hasten 
the dawn and bring on the joyous fruition of our 
prayer — " Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven," — for surely this 
prayer is intended to be granted in a far greater 
degree than anything the world has ever seen 
from the creation to the present hour. Eemember 
Who taught us that prayer; and remember the 
centuries that it has been breathed by all the 
Church of God from infancy to age. It is not a 
poetic phrase. It is not a hyperbole. It is God's 
word, expressive of God's will and God's inten- 
tion ; and therefore has He made it the universal 
petition of all His children. It is the epitome of 
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all He demands in every separate soul, until the 
many units have become a large multitude of the 
faithful, greater than any man can number. 

It is the strenuousness of our faith which will 
give a greater distinctness, a more delineated and 
chiselled clearness to our convictions, and even 
to our opinions. At present they hang loose on 
too many of us, and flap about in the high wind 
of the world's contempt and impudent indifference, 
blinding our sight and hindering our steps. A 
firmer, steadier faith will gather tight across our 
bosom all our outstanding notions and ideas, 
bringing them into subjection to the faith which 
teaches us to see all things as God sees them — 
that is according to our degree, but in the same 
light that He sees them, which is the light of 
eternity and of His own Being. He has bidden us 
open our mouth wide that He may fill it. Can 
we then hope too largely or too earnestly ? Can 
we assign any limits to the grace of sanctification 
in its continuous progression, or to the advance 
of love in the ever-enduring reign of the Holy 
Ghost ? The God towards whom we are being so 
sweetly drawn is infinite, and though each indi- 
vidual must reach his own appointed measure and 
degree, yet who can dare put a limit even in 
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thought to the plenitude of that future ? But for 
our great and exceeding hope how barren would 
our present life appear ! Like Rachel, the Church 
cries incessantly to her Lord, " Give me children, 
or I die," Let us repeat the prayer, and re-echo 
in every act of our lives the passionate desire for 
the spread of truth and the increase of light ; for 
it is hardly more difficult to determine the beauti- 
ful and glorious future which God reserves for His 
cherished creation — the garment that He has 
woven for His only-begotten Son — than it is to 
form an opinion of the possible glorious future of 
some souls as compared with others. 

And is this all ? Have we by any unguarded 
expression left on our reader's mind a notion that 
we are anticipating the perfectibility of mankind 
upon earth, the absence of evil, and a sort of pious 
Utopia as the sum and substance of our expecta- 
tions — a deifying of the system of nature, aC glorifi- 
cation in some distant future of all the natural laws 
as ultimate and final, and which because of the 
beauty of creation are to content us and be in 
some form or other our higher destiny ? Not so. 
The end is not in that, neither is it here. Were 
Satan bound now, as one day he will be, we still 
should as now carry about with us the concupi- 
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scence which has tainted the nature of every 
human being, save only the Mother of God. 
Alas ! we need no devil to prompt us to sin, for 
we carry an enemy within us. Even mortal sin can 
be committed without his assistance ; and we are 
but too apt to paint him blacker than he is by 
thrusting upon him a responsibility which is too 
often all our own. We believe in no absolutely 
sinless existence this side the gates of death, 
except that of the God-Man and his Immaculate 
Mother. But this we do believe, that " wisdom 
is justified by her children ; " * and we venture to 
anticipate that all that is holy, beautiful, and fit- 
ting in nature will shine with a renewed glory 
upon earth as the dawn grows to the perfect day, 
before the temporal gives place to the eternal, and 
the Son of Man shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to the Father. " And when all things shall 
be subdued unto Him, then the Son also Himself 
shall be subject unto Him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all." f We have 
borne the image of the earthly, but we must also 
bear the image of the Heavenly — when God shall 
be all in all, when we shall have ascended by the 
ladder of the Sacred Humanity to the mystery of 

* Matthew xi. 19. 1 1 Corinthians xy. 
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the Holy Trinity, when we shall look on the 
Triune God and be satisfied. Before the im- 
mensity of that thought there falls a veil of light 
more impenetrable than the thickest darkness. 
We cease to think. Our whole being becomes as 
it were detached from our human consciousness, 
and for one moment, one awful never-to-be-for- 
gotten moment, we hang over the abyss which is 
the eternity and the infinity of God. Towards 
that we yearn, for it is our last end. Even the 
immaculate Heart of Mary ; even the unutterable 
endearments of the Sacred Humanity ; even that 
which in its mystery and its hiddenness is the 
nearest approach to the undivided thought of God 
— the Blessed Eucharist — become to us but parts 
of a whole which must be ours, if we are to be 
content. The Cosmos rolls away from our sight 
like a scorched parchment before that living heat. 
The history of Bethlehem and Calvary are mani- 
festations limited in themselves, and indicative of 
more. The Blessed Paraclete Whose personality 
we perhaps sometimes find it hard to individualise 
(though we do not say with the Ephesian disciples 
that " we have not so much as heard whether 
there be a Holy Ghost "), becomes in our thoughts 
a more intense and absolute idea, less vague than 



CONSUMMATION. • I7I 

in the past, and how inscrutably attractive ! We 
have reached the thought of the Holy Ghost 
through Jesus. And now we seem to sink into 
the Bosom of the Father through the Holy Ghost ; 
and in a way too deep for words, to be conscious 
of ourselves only through our xperception of the 
Great God, and to have lost everything save the 
immensity and the unity, the eternal Being and 
the eternal Love of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost — the three Persons we have dimly 
known on earth; and the one God, Whom we 
shall only fully know in Heaven, when we shall 
have entered on the Eternal Years. 



APPENDIX. 



Note A, 'page 7. 

In the Citk Mystique of the Blessed Marie d'Agreda 
there are one or two passages which indicate a belief 
that the Blessed Virgin was more than once admitted to 
the Beatific Vision befoj'e her Assumption. Of course 
the assertion is not of faith. Possibly it may admit of 
a more modified explanation. On the other hand, Our 
Lady being equally free from original as from actual sin, 
it is more rash to attempt to limit her privileges than 
to suppose them absolutely exceptional. 

Note jB, page 19. 

The opinions here expressed are not generally in favour 
with writers of the Italian school of thought. This is 
not surprising, because, as a rule, the Southern nations 
have not risen to that amount of respect for all that has 
life, which teaches them that the merciful man is mer- 
ciful even to his beast. When S. Paul is telling the 
Hebrews of our exalted position " as sons of God," and 
" joint heirs with Christ," he adds, " that the suflFerings 
of this time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory to come, which shall be revealed in wa." Having 
thus exalted our future as co-heirs with Christ, he goes 
on to say that, " the creature also waits in expectation 
for the revelation of the sons of God." And assures us 
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that the " creature also shall be delivered from the ser- 
vitude of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the 
children of God" (Heb. viii 16-23). It is evident that 
this passage, the whole of which involves a deep mys- 
tery, refers to some creatures who are not as we are, 
sons of God. The Church has not defined in what way, 
or in what degree it refers to the other sentient beings 
in creation. Till she shall have done so a humble in- 
quiring hope is not forbidden to us. We claim no more. 
And as we are " saved by hope " thus far we trust we 
are not in error. In the second chapter of Joel, the 21st 
and 2 2d verses, the beasts are called upon to take their 
share in the universal joy of the extension of the reign 
of Christ. "Fear not ye beasts of the field, for the 
beautiful places of the wilderness are sprung." In the 
3d chapter of Ecclesiastes, verses 18-22, is a passage 
often referred to as contrary to any idea that lower sen- 
tient and suffering creatures may have a compensating 
future. But any one carefully reading this passage will 
perceive that if taken in any other sense than as the 
doubting inquiry respecting the future of all things, it 
would put man on a level with the brute creation. It 
does not even assert whether goes the spirit of the beast ; 
but inquires, " Who knoweth if the spirit of the children 
of Adam ascend upwards, and if the spirit of the beasts 
descend downwards V* So far it only implies that their 
spirit continues to exist, and is localised somewhere. 
This is more than enough for our theory. 
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